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I. General Objectives 

The secondary section of the European Schools has the two objectives of providing formal, 
subject-based education and of encouraging students’ personal development in a wider social 
and cultural context. Formal education involves the acquisition of knowledge and 
understanding, concepts and skills within each subject area. Personal development takes place 
in a range of spiritual, moral, social and cultural contexts. It involves an awareness of 
appropriate behavior, an understanding of the environment in which students work and live, 
and a development of their individual identity.  

These two objectives, which are in practice inseparable, are nurtured in the context of an 
enhanced awareness of the richness of European culture. Awareness and experience of a 
shared European life should lead students towards a greater respect for the traditions of each 
individual country and region in Europe, while developing and preserving their own national 
identities.  

The students of the European Schools are future citizens of Europe and the world. As such, 
they need a range of competences if they are to meet the challenges of a rapidly-changing 
world. In 2006, the European Council and European Parliament adopted a European Reference 
Framework of Key Competences for Lifelong Learning. It identifies eight key competences 
which all individuals need for personal fulfillment and development, for active citizenship, for 
social inclusion and for employment:  

1. communication in the mother tongue 
2. communication in foreign languages 
3. mathematical competence and basic competences in science and technology 
4. digital competence 
5. learning to learn 
6. social and civic competences 
7. sense of initiative and entrepreneurship 
8. cultural awareness and expression 
 
The European Schools’ curriculum seeks to develop all of these key competences in the 
students. The Non-Denominational Ethics course provides a moral education for the 
development of a critical mind and for the awareness of different cultural and social 
approaches that underlie moral argumentations and actions. The Ethics course is based on 
free thought which is not subject to any particular ethical or philosophical reference and is 
therefore open to all pupils. 

The Ethics course cuts across all eight key competences of the European Reference 
Framework. It clearly corresponds to the Key Competences of the European Reference 
Framework insofar as it seeks to make pupils capable of coping with societal changes and to 
generate the human development required for these changes. The content, the learning 
objectives and the didactic approach of the Ethics course look to advance their skills of 
communication as well as their social and civic skills such as initiative, sensitivity, cultural 
expression and logical reasoning.  
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II. Didactic Principles 

This course should be taught by a teacher who undertakes to respect the spirit and objectives 
of Non-Denominational Ethics as defined in this syllabus. 

The following didactic principles are in line with the Teaching Standards of the European 
Schools (2015-09-D40). They are the basis for teaching and learning in the Non-
Denominational Ethics course. They are not exhaustive.  

Teaching and learning are organized in the following way: 

1. The teacher creates a safe pedagogical environment within which the pupil can actively 
participate in the learning process. 

2. The teacher is a model of systematic and critical reflection, analysis and discourse.  
3. The teacher is a model of free enquiry and debate. He encourages his pupils to develop 

their own moral judgement based on secular values. 
4. The teacher includes the pupil in the process and assessment of the course, as far as 

possible. 
5. The teacher ensures that the competences of the course are developed through a 

balanced use of diverse tasks.  
6. The teacher stimulates his pupils to engage in moral and social actions and projects 

that contribute to citizenship. 
7. The teacher provides a plurality of questions, arguments and responses. 
8. The pupil’s knowledge and cultural, social and personal experience are integrated.  
9. The pupil is confronted systematically with ethical problems that are of existential 

relevance. 
10. The pupil strengthens his sense of initiative and creative thinking through written and 

oral projects in groups and individually.   
11. Account is taken of individual student needs.  
12. The pupil will have the opportunity to learn through a diverse range of methodological 

approaches, using: 

 Projects, cross-curricular projects 
 Collaborative and individual work 
 Diverse texts 
 Research work 
 ICT 
 Extracts from relevant books, articles, images, films, songs, … 
 Extra-curricular activities 

13. The pupil will have the opportunity to develop an autonomous and critical approach 
to expressing his/her points of view. 

14. In S6 and S7, the pupil will be able to create links across disciplines and adopt a more 
philosophical, global approach to ethical problems. 
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III. Learning Objectives 

Similar to the philosophy course, the main purpose of the Ethics course is to develop a critical 
mind that encompasses creative intellectual freedom and empathic action framed by sound 
and coherent argumentations. 
 
The learning objectives of the Ethics course are translated by the acquisition of a set of 
competences shown in the following table. Targeting the creation of these competences 
allows the learning approach to be as holistic as possible in regard to the specific needs and 
strengths of each individual pupil on one side – facilitating thus the implementation of 
differentiated learning methods – and the moral and intellectual demands of society towards 
them on the other side. 
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Competences Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Cycle 3 
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At the end of the cycle pupils in 
ethics should 

 Express themselves clearly 

 Listen to other points of 
view 

 Respect differences 

 Show respect towards 
others 

 

At the end of the cycle pupils in ethics 
should 

 Express themselves, 
communicate (verbal and 
nonverbal expression) and create 

 Compare their own experience to 
others and accept confrontation 
and conflicts 

 Develop the moral courage to 
resist to peer pressure, prejudice 
and discrimination 

 Use their imagination to fully 
understand others’ viewpoint and 
show empathy for others 

At the end of the cycle pupils in ethics should 

 Approach and embrace moral concepts and 
reflections 

 Overcome inhibitions to constructive verbal 
and nonverbal communication 

 Develop empathy towards others and 
acceptance towards their views 

 Have courage to refuse non-convincing 
arguments or pseudo-solutions 
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At the end of the cycle pupils in 
ethics should 

 See the difference between 
an opinion and objective 
facts 

 Find arguments for their 
own opinion 

 Develop their critical 
thinking and their own 
reflection 

 
 

At the end of the cycle pupils in ethics 
should 

 Understand moral concepts, 
reflections and theories, and 
develop moral judgments 

 Evaluate opinions and information 
in regard to the sources 

 Develop structured arguments 
and critical thinking. Compare 
perspectives and take a step 
back from their own convictions 

At the end of the cycle pupils in ethics should 
 Understand theoretical moral concepts, 

reflections and theories, and develop different 
types of moral judgments 

 Evaluate opinions and information, and 
analyze the sources 

 Develop rigorous argumentation based on the 
principles of consistency and coherence 

 Develop critical thinking and self-reflection. 
Allow and compare perspectives, and change 
if necessary own judgement and priorities 
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At the end of the cycle pupils in 
ethics should 

 Make sound and 
reasonable moral 
judgments based on 
democratic and humanistic 
values  

 Become aware of their own 
responsibilities towards 
themselves and others 

 Understand that this has 
consequences in real life 
and act upon it 

 

At the end of the cycle pupils in ethics 
should 

 Understand and integrate the 
core ethical values of a 
humanistic and democratic 
society based on cooperation and 
dialogue 

 Grow a sense of responsibility 
towards others and be able to act 
upon this in different contexts 

 Take initiative and engage in 
projects 

 

At the end of the cycle pupils in ethics should 
 Take initiative and engage in projects 
 Express and present theoretical concepts, 

communicate clearly (verbal and nonverbal 
expression). Establish references to and 
retrieve ideas from any other relevant course 

 Grow a sense of responsibility towards others 
and be able to act upon this in different 
contexts (class and school environment, 
political and social context …) 

 Understand and assimilate the core ethical 
values of a humanistic and democratic society 
based on tolerance, cooperation and dialogue 
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IV. Content 
 
Each academic year, teachers should cover at least one autonomously chosen topic from each 
of all four proposed strands provided in the following table. The proposed topics are definitely 
not exclusive, though they should be somehow approximately respected in order to prevent 
thematic repetitions. Some other topics might be added that can be more or less easily linked 
to the ones in this table, according to the preferences of the teacher and of his specific fields 
of knowledge and competences, while adapting it to the current global state of affairs. 
 
It should also be taken into account that the separation of content into strands and topics is 
an artificial one: reality manifests a complexity that cannot be easily categorized. Working 
therefore with the following table of topics requires a certain degree of flexibility from the 
teacher. Getting feed-back from the pupils and other colleagues about what topics have been 
addressed so far can be very useful too. 
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 Me and others The world 
Strands Personal development Health, wellbeing, 

relationships 
Society and community Citizenship 

S1-S3 Self-respect Puberty Family Respect, rules and obedience 

 Self-control Personal hygiene Social media and games Rights and authority 

 Tobacco and alcohol Healthy eating Poverty and wealth The rights of children 

 Intimacy (part 1) Body and sexuality Cultural diversity National citizenship 

 Beauty Health and happiness Animals and animal rights Charity 

 Generation gap Relationships with peers and 
adults 

Nature and environment  

 Loss and feelings Compassion   

     

S4-S5 Personal independence Mens sana in corpore sano Economic exclusion, 
homelessness 

Political and economic 
systems, democracy 

 Self-awareness Intimacy (part 2) Globalization and its issues NGOs and their limits 

 Love Dealing with emotions Environment and climate 
change 

Human rights 

 Search of truth Contraception and sexuality Fair trade Humanism and secularism 

 Faith vs reason Gender roles Religion and atheism European citizenship 

 Art LGBTIQ+ (part 1) Freedom of speech Homophobia and sexism 

  Substance abuse (part 1) Absence of communication 
and violence 

Racism and intolerance 

   Internet  

     

S6-S7 Psychology Relationships in general, 
different types 

Scientific progress Environmental protection 

 Confidence and autonomy Anxiety, depression, suicide Artificial intelligence Capitalism, lobbyism, big 
business 

 Esthetics LGBTIQ+ (part 2) Sects, ideologies Law and order 

 Freedom of thought Abortion / right to live Mass manipulation and 
propaganda (fake news …) 

Civil rights, intolerance 

 Dignity IVF and surrogacy Consumerism World citizenship 

  Genetic screening and 
engineering 

Migration, immigration and 
refugees 

Universal vs cultural values 

  Substance abuse (part 2) Structural violence Freedom 

   Terrorism, fanaticism  
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V. Assessment 
 
Assessment measures the student’s level of progress in relation to the learning objectives, i.e. 
in relation to the competences to acquire. The Ethics course is somehow a specific one 
compared to others insofar as the mark is not taken into account for the calculation of the 
annual school average from S3 on. It is therefore rather evident that Ethics teachers should 
focus on formative assessment by letting the pupils regularly know of their progress, be it 
through written, oral or whatever forms of expression the teacher judges to be adequate for 
the topic in question. 
 
The attainment descriptors are an instrument for the teacher to put a mark on the pupil’s 
academic performances. 
 
It is important to underline the difficulty of teaching abstract and speculative content in a 
language (L2 from S3 on) that is not necessarily mastered by all the pupils on a high level. The 
teacher has to take this difficulty into account and adequately assess the students in a fair 
way. 
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Attainment descriptors cycle 1 (S1-S3) 
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Competences Descriptors 

Excellent A Feeling and 

experiencing 

Pupils express their point of view using clear and concise language. They use relevant and excellent 

examples to prove this. They always listen to others, try to understand them and build on their ideas.  

They always show respect towards others. 

Thinking Pupils have a clear, coherent and precise view of the moral problem. They skilfully distinguish the 

difference between objective facts and their own opinion.  

They can find a broad series of examples and arguments to defend it. They thoroughly understand the 

arguments of others. By doing this, they can give nuanced criticism of the views of others and their own. 

Choosing, acting 
and producing 

Pupils show that they are able to make sound and reasonable moral judgements based on democratic 
and humanistic values.  

They are taking initiatives and taking full responsibility for their own actions. 

Very Good 

 

B Feeling and 

experiencing 

Pupils express their point of view using clear and good language and use relevant examples to prove 

their point. They often listen to others and try to understand their views. They almost always show respect 

towards others 

Thinking 

 
Pupils have a clear and coherent view of the moral problem. They skillfully distinguish the difference 

between objective facts and their own opinion.  They can find relevant examples and arguments to defend 

it. They understand the arguments offered by others and can give critical comments. 

Choosing, acting 
and producing 

Pupils show that they are able to make good and reasonable moral judgements based on democratic 
and humanistic values.  

They are actively participating and taking responsibility for their actions. 



2022-01-D-44-en-2  11/26 

Good C Feeling and 

experiencing 

Pupils express their point of view clearly and use adequate examples to prove their point. They listen to 

others and try to understand their point of view. They often show respect towards others. 

Thinking 

 
Pupils have a clear view of the moral problem. They distinguish the difference between objective facts 

and their own opinion. They use some relevant examples and arguments to defend it. They understand 

the arguments offered by others. 

Choosing, acting 
and producing 

Pupils show that they are willing to make good moral judgements based on democratic and humanistic 
values.  

They are willing to participate and take their share of responsibility. 

Satisfactory D Feeling and 

experiencing 

Pupils try to express a point of view in a clear and adequate way. They use examples to prove their 

point. They are willing to listen to others and understand their point of view. They try to show respect 

towards others. 

Thinking 

 
Pupils generally identify the moral problem. They partially distinguish the difference between objective 

facts and their own opinion. They use some examples and arguments to defend it. They try to understand 

the arguments offered by others. 

Choosing, acting 
and producing 

Pupils makes satisfactory moral judgements although they are not always fully aware of the values 

underlying them. They are participating and willing to take responsibility but still need encouragement. 

Sufficient E Feeling and 

experiencing 

Pupils express their point of view in non-complex language without using examples. They only 

partially listen to their classmates or respect others. 

Thinking 

 
Pupils generally identify the moral problem. They have a hard time seeing the difference between 

objective facts and their own opinion. They use poor examples and arguments to defend it. They try to 

understand the arguments offered by others. 

Choosing, acting 
and producing 

Pupils are not always aware of the values underlying their moral judgements.  

They need constant encouragement to participate and take their responsibility. 
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Failed 

(Weak) 

F Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupil fail to express their opinion clearly. They are not always willing to listen to others or fail to take into 
account the reaction and opinion of others.  They are not always willing to respect others. 

Thinking 

 
Pupils fail to understand the moral problem. They have a hard time seeing the difference between 
objective facts and their own opinion. They offer little or no examples to defend it. They do not understand 
the arguments offered by others. 

Choosing, acting 
and producing 

 

Pupils are unaware of the values underlying their moral judgements.  They are reluctant to participate 
and take responsibility. . 

Failed 

(Very Weak) 

FX Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupils show little or no willingness to express themselves or participate, even in a simple way. They 
do not want to listen to other points of view and show little or no respect towards others. 

Thinking 

 
Pupils fail to understand the moral problem. They fail to see the difference between objective facts and 
their own opinion. They offer no examples to defend it. They refuse to listen to the arguments of others. 

Choosing, acting 
and producing 

Pupils are unwilling to make moral judgements and unaware of democratic values. They refuse to 
participate and to take their own responsibility. 
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Attainment descriptors cycle 2 (S4-S5) 
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9.0-10 Excellent Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupils introduce a moral subject or problem in comprehensive and very clear language and in a 
highly communicative manner. 

They consistently and accurately take into account the reactions and opinions of others. They 
show genuine and profound empathy towards others. They actively resist peer pressure, 
prejudice and discrimination. 

Thinking Pupils easily understand and assimilate moral concepts, and are able to fully integrate them into 
their social context. 

They precisely understand the conceptual meaning of opinions and arguments from others. They 
can autonomously discover the relevance of a source of information. 

They demonstrate excellent ability to elaborate sound moral judgements and they consistently 
confront the points of view of others to their own judgements and fully understand the arguments. 

Choosing, acting and 
producing 

Pupils behave according to humanistic and democratic values.  

They fully understand the consequences of their moral choices and act consistently upon them. 
In their acts and words, they have a strong sense of responsibility towards others. 

Pupils actively make constructive proposals that clearly enrich the course and constantly 
contribute to the lessons and/or realization of projects. 

8.0-8.9 Very Good 

 

Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupils introduce a moral subject or problem in very broad and clear language and in a deeply 
communicative manner. 

They consistently and accurately take into account the reactions and opinions of others. They 
show genuine empathy towards others.  

They resist peer pressure, prejudice and discrimination. 

Thinking Pupils easily understand moral concepts and are able to mostly integrate them into their social 
context. 
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They accurately understand the conceptual meaning of opinions and arguments from others. They 
can discover the relevance of a source of information. 

They demonstrate great ability to elaborate sound moral judgements and they occasionally 
confront the points of view of others to their own judgements and have a very good understanding 
of the arguments. 

Choosing, acting and 
producing 

Pupils behave according to humanistic and democratic values.  

They fully understand the consequences of their moral choices and do act consistently upon 
them.  In their acts and words, they have a sense of responsibility towards others. 

Pupils do not hesitate to make constructive proposals that clearly enrich the course and 
voluntarily contribute to the lessons and/or realisation of projects. 

7.0-7.9 Good Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupils introduce a moral subject or problem in appropriate and clear language and in a good 
communicative manner. 

They demonstrate good ability in taking into account the reactions and opinions of others. 

They show empathy towards others. They actively abstain from peer pressure, prejudice and 
discrimination.   

Thinking Pupils mostly understand moral concepts and are able to integrate them into their social context 
with some support from peers or teachers. 

They understand the conceptual meaning of opinions and arguments from others, and they can 
discover the relevance of a source of information with some support from peers or teachers. 

They demonstrate good ability to elaborate sound moral judgements and they are able to confront 
the points of view of others with their own judgements and have a good understanding of the 
arguments with some support from peers or teachers. 

Choosing, acting and 
producing 

Pupils behave according to humanistic and democratic values. 

They understand the consequences of their moral choices and do act consistently upon them. In 
their acts and words, they have a growing sense of responsibility towards others. 

Pupils make proposals and contribute to the lessons and/or realization of projects. 

6.0-6.9 Satisfactory Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupils introduce a moral subject or problem in reasonable language and in a satisfactory 
communicative manner. 

They take into account the reactions and opinions of others in a satisfactory manner. 

They show some empathy towards others. They abstain from peer pressure, prejudice and 
discrimination. 
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Thinking Pupils can understand moral concepts and are able to integrate them into their social context with 
significant support from peers or teachers. 

They can understand the conceptual meaning of opinions and arguments from others and the 
relevance of a source of information with significant support from peers or teachers. 

They demonstrate fair ability to elaborate sound moral judgements and they are able to confront the 
points of view of others with their own judgements and understand the arguments with significant 
support from peers or teachers. 

Choosing, acting and 
producing 

Pupils generally behave according to humanistic and democratic values. 

They are aware of the consequences of their moral choices and are partially open to cooperation 
and dialogue. 

Pupils make proposals and contribute to the class when asked. 

5.0-5.9 Sufficient Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupils introduce a moral subject or problem in basic language and in a sufficient communicative 
manner. 

They take into account the reactions and opinions of others in a satisfactory manner. 

It is often hard for them to show empathy. They lack confidence to resist peer pressure and do 
not always resist prejudice and discrimination.  

Thinking Pupils can understand simple moral concepts and are able to correlate them with their social 
context. 

They are only able to understand the conceptual meaning of opinions and arguments from others 
when presented and entirely explained to them. 

They demonstrate some ability to elaborate sound moral judgements and they are willing to confront 
the points of view of others with their own judgements and arguments when presented and entirely 
explained to them. 

Choosing, acting and 
producing 

Pupils generally behave according to humanistic and democratic values.  

They are partially aware of the consequences of their moral choices and are hesitant to participate 
and to adopt moral behaviour towards others.  

Pupils are fairly passive and make almost no personal contribution. 
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3.0-4.9 Failed 

(Weak) 

Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupils partially fail to introduce a moral subject or problem. The language they use is not clear and 
accurate.  

They have weak communication and presentation skills. They hardly take into account the reactions 
and opinions of others.  

They show little or no empathy. They are influenced by peer pressure and they are biased and 
prejudiced against others. 

Thinking Pupils struggle to understand simple moral concepts and to correlate them with their social context. 

They struggle to understand the conceptual meaning of opinions and arguments from others. 

They demonstrate little ability to elaborate basic moral judgements and they have difficulties 
confronting the points of view of others with their perspective. 

Choosing, acting and 
producing 

Pupils generally do not behave according to humanistic and democratic values. 

They are unaware of the consequences of their moral choices and are reluctant to participate and 
adopt moral behaviour towards others.  

Pupils are passive and/or trying to sabotage lessons or projects. 

0-2.9 Failed 

(Very Weak) 

Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupils do not identify at all with a moral subject or problem.  

Their language skills are very limited and poor. They have very poor communication and 
presentation skills. They do not take in account the reactions and opinions of others.  

They show no empathy. They are highly influenced by peer pressure and are highly prejudiced 
and biased against others. 

Thinking Pupils are unable to understand simple moral concepts. 

They are unable to understand the conceptual meaning of opinions and arguments from others. 

They do not demonstrate any ability to elaborate basic moral judgements and they are unable to 
confront the points of view of others with their own perspective. 

Choosing, acting and 
producing 

Pupils do not behave according to humanistic and democratic values. 

They do not care about the consequences of their moral choices and refuse to consider others. 

Pupils do not contribute at all and/or often try to sabotage lessons or projects. 
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Attainment descriptors cycle 3 (S6-S7) 
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9.0-10 Excellent Feeling and 

experiencing 

Pupils show considerable interest in a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem. 

They introduce a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem in a substantive, highly 

open and constructive manner. 

They always consider the reactions, opinions and emotions of others without prejudice, and 

assess them rationally. 

Thinking Pupils understand and assimilate highly theoretical and complex moral concepts or theories. 

They see in depth the diversity of approaches related to the question.  

They identify and compare different levels and sources of information precisely. They show a 

highly comprehensive understanding of the context. 

They demonstrate excellent ability to elaborate a structured argumentation. They show great skill 

in making sound moral judgements based on multiple criteria. 

They consistently integrate the points of view of others into their own judgements and arguments. 

Choosing, acting and 

producing 

Pupils do not hesitate to make constructive proposals that clearly enrich the course and 

constantly contribute to the realization of the lessons or projects. 

They express and present a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem in a highly 

comprehensive manner through very clear and conceptually precise language. 

They fully understand the consequences of their moral choices and do act consistently upon them, 
assuming them even if it is controversial.  

They actively promote attitudes and behaviors contributing to a humanistic and democratic society 

based on tolerance, cooperation and dialogue. 
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8.0-8.9 Very Good 

 

Feeling and 

experiencing 

Pupils show very high interest in a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem. 

They introduce a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem in a very open manner. 

They often consider the reactions, opinions and emotions of others with little to no prejudice, and 

assess them intelligently. 

Thinking Pupils understand and assimilate theoretical and complex moral concepts or theories. 

Pupils accurately identify and compare different levels and sources of information. They show a 

very comprehensive understanding of the context. 

They demonstrate very good ability to elaborate a structured argumentation. They often make 

good moral judgements. 

They fully take into consideration the points of view of others. 

Choosing, acting and 

producing 

Pupils do not hesitate to make constructive proposals and voluntarily contribute to the realisation 

of the lessons and projects. 

They express and present a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem in a very 

comprehensive manner through very clear and precise language. 

They fully understand the consequences of their moral choices and do act upon them, assuming 
them even if it is controversial.  

They promote attitudes and behaviours contributing to a humanistic and democratic society based 

on tolerance, cooperation and dialogue. 

7.0-7.9 Good Feeling and 

experiencing 

Pupils show high interest in a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem. 

They introduce a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem in a comprehensive manner. 

They consider the reactions, opinions and emotions of others with little prejudice, and assess 
them. 

Thinking Pupils understand and assimilate theoretical moral concepts or theories. 

They understandably identify and compare different levels and sources of information. They show 

a comprehensive understanding of the context. 

They demonstrate good ability to set up their arguments in a structured way. They sometimes 

make good moral judgements. 

They mostly take into consideration the points of view of others. 
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Choosing, acting and 

producing 

Pupils make proposals and contribute to the realisation of the lessons and projects. 

They express and present a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem in a 

comprehensive manner through clear and precise language. 

They understand the consequences of their moral choices, contemplate acting upon them and 
assume them.  

They promote attitudes and behaviours contributing to a humanistic and democratic society based 

on tolerance, cooperation and dialogue. 

6.0-6.9 Satisfactory Feeling and 

experiencing 

Pupils show interest in a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem. 

They introduce a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem when asked. 

They consider the reactions, opinions and emotions of others, and can be asked to assess them. 

They show some empathy towards others. 

Thinking Pupils understand and assimilate common moral concepts or theories. 

They identify different levels and sources of information. They show a fair understanding of the 

context. 

They demonstrate fair ability to set up their arguments. They make adequate and simple moral 

judgements. 

They partially take into consideration the points of view of others. 

Choosing, acting and 

producing 

Pupils make proposals and contribute to the class when asked. 

Their language is coherent and communication skills satisfactory. 

They are aware of the consequences of their moral choices and are partially open to cooperation 

and dialogue. 

5.0-5.9 Sufficient Feeling and 

experiencing 

Pupils show some or very little interest in a moral subject or a psycho-socially relevant problem. 

They identify a moral subject or problem. 

They occasionally consider the reactions, opinions and emotions of others. They show some to 

little empathy towards others. 



2022-01-D-44-en-2  20/26 

Thinking Pupils understand simple moral concepts. 

They understand the importance of the source of information. They show some understanding of 

the context. 

They demonstrate some limited ability to set up their arguments. They make simple moral 

judgements. 

They do not fully take into consideration the points of view of others. 

Choosing, acting and 

producing 

Pupils are fairly passive. 

Their language is sufficient. They have sufficient communication and presentation skills. 

They are partially aware of the consequences of their moral choices and are hesitant to participate 

and to adopt moral behavior towards others. They do not assume the consequences of their 

choices. 

3.0-4.9 Failed 

(Weak) 

Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupils show very little interest in the subjects or topics presented to them. 

They partially fail to identify a moral subject or problem. 

They do only occasionally consider the reactions, opinions and emotions of others. They show 
very little empathy towards others. 

Thinking Pupils have difficulties understanding simple moral concepts. 

They are unable to understand the importance of the source of information. 

They have very limited ability to elaborate a structured argumentation. They make poor moral 

judgements. 

They do not show any particular interest in the point of view of others. 

 

Choosing, acting and 
producing 

Pupils are passive and/or try to sabotage lessons or projects. 

Their language is limited and fairly poor. They have poor communication and presentation skills. 

They are unaware of the consequences of their moral choices and refuse to adopt moral behavior 
towards others. 
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0-2.9 Failed 

(Very Weak) 

Feeling and 
experiencing 

Pupils show no interest in the subjects presented to them. 

They do not identify a moral subject or problem. 

They do not consider the reactions, opinions and emotions of others. They show no empathy 
towards others. 

Thinking Pupils are unable to understand simple moral concepts. 

They are unable to elaborate a structured argumentation. They show no effort in making any 

moral judgement. 

They show no interest at all in the points of view of others. 

Choosing, acting and 
producing 

Pupils do not contribute at all and/or often try to sabotage the lessons or projects. 

Their language is very limited and poor. They have very poor communication and presentation 
skills. 

They do not care about the consequences of their moral choices and refuse to consider others. 
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VI. Annexes 

Annex 1: Different examples of good practice 
 

S1-S3 (cycle 1) 
 S1   World: society and community: Animal rights  

 Philosophical discussion: do animals have rights? Which ones? Do all animals 

have rights? How can we protect them? 

 Let pupils make a poster on how we should treat them: divide in 4 groups: 

animals in the wild, animals in zoos and circuses, animals we eat, domestic 

animals … Discussion afterwards. 

 Visit of and/or interview with an animal rights activist. 

 

 S2    World: citizenship: Human Rights 

 Every year they try to ‘write human rights activists free’ by explaining their 

specific case in little movies, with documents (www.amnesty.eu or 

www.anmesty-international.be) Understand and explain their initiative. 

 Write letters, make the whole school involved. Let them be ambassadors to 

explain the initiative to the rest of the school population and let them write as 

many letters as they can. 

 

 S3     World: citizenship : Human Rights  

 ‘Goodnight stories for rebel girls. 1OO tales of extraordinary women’ by Elena 

Favilli.  

 Choose some women like Rosa Parks, Malala, Jane Goodall, … : read the page 

on their life story and ask them to illustrate this with a drawing.  

 Discussion on what these women accomplished in their time. 

 What do we still need to do as a society to grant women as many rights as 

men? 

 

S4-S5 (cycle 2) 
 S4    Me and others: health, wellbeing, relationships 

 Hand out certain claims on relationships and having a boy/girlfriend, in little 

groups, let them discuss them. 

 In groups of 3 to 4: let the pupils work on a presentation on a contraceptive. 

Make sure you cover the most important contraceptives and let them put the 

pros against the cons, give the price, which group uses it … Let them bring one, 

if they can. 

 Show the most important contraceptives and discuss. 

 Guest speaker who has AIDS comes to tell his story (2h). 

 Little game with assignments that involve touching each other (kiss on the 

cheek, caress hand and face,…): they don’t have to do anything but explain to 

each other why they feel uncomfortable with it.  
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 Discussion on establishing sexual boundaries and how it is important to talk 

about this topic. Elaborate on the meaning of consent. 

 

 S5    World: freedom of speech 

 See assessment proposal (annex 2) 

 Choose a cartoon (e.g. Charlie Hebdo) online 

 Make a presentation (2 pupils): what does it refer to? Is it shocking? Why? For 

whom exactly? Can we present things that way? 

 Presentations with their views and potentially controversial discussions with 

the whole class on whether or not there ‘have to’ be limits. 

 

S6-S7 (cycle 3) 
 S6    World: migration, immigration and refugees 

 Discuss certain claims about refugees 

 Explain the European policy and rules related to the refugee issue 

 Invite a refugee to class and talk about his/her experiences 

 Watch the documentary ‘The Art of Becoming’ by Catherine Vuylsteke 

 

 S7    World: Society and community : Artificial/natural intelligence  

Will artificial intelligence make human intelligence obsolete? 
 Watch a  scientific documentary and read extracts of Yuval Harari 

 Discuss in groups of experts about issues concerning the development of AI, 

each group focusing on one aspect (e.g.: work/relations/nature/education/ 

health) 

 Present a synthesis in the class and discuss the topic philosophically  

 Auto-evaluation by the student – have my opinions changed/what have I 

learned from others? 

 Watch the movie ‘Ex Machina’ 
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Assessment : Ethics – Evaluation based on a matrix 
 
This is a model for evaluation on the theme: "Should there be limits to freedom of expression?" 
 

Subject: Ethics  Course name: S5 Ethics Class: S5 

 Topic of the test: 
 Define the ethical limits on freedom of expression by presenting and analysing a cartoon that you can find in 
European newspapers. (For example: Courrier International, Charlie Hebdo) 

 General assignment:  
Pupils have access to a shared folder with all the cartoons (or you can print them on paper). 
a. Choose a cartoon on a social or ethical issue that raises questions on freedom of speech.  
b. Put the cartoon into context by clearly defining the event where it refers to. 
c. Analyse the verbal and non-verbal language that is used by the cartoonist. 
d. Think about the ethical questions it raises. Should the freedom of expression be limited in this case? 
e. Defend and give arguments for your own personal ethical position on the freedom of speech. 
f. Ask questions to your classmates to see what their opinions and arguments are on the same cartoon.  
g. Start a class discussion where you confront all the opinions to your own initial position.  
 

Categories of 
Competences 

General 
competences 

Specific competences Attainment descriptors 
 

Evaluation 

A B C D E F F
x 

 
Feeling, 
Experiencing 

Responsiveness 
Expression 

 
  

      

Express themself, communicate (verbal 
and nonverbal expression) and create 

The pupil introduces his subject in a 
clear and communicative manner 

       

Sharing 
experience and 
taking into 
acount 
differences in 
confrontation. 

Compare its own experience to others 
and accept confrontation and conflicts 

The pupil takes in account others 
reactions and opinions without judging 
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Categories of 
Competences 
  

General 
competence 

Specific competences 
 

Attainment descriptors 
 

Evaluation 

A B C D E F F
x 

Thinking What is the 
problem? 

Learning to see an opinion, a certainty 
or information as a problem 

The pupil presents the subject as 
something that raises questions. He/she 
sees the diversity of approaches and 
opinions on the question 

 
      

Comprehension 
and 
argumentation 

Learning to find arguments for your own 
opinion 

The pupil builds his opinion on clearly 
defined arguments  

       

Critical thinking 
Learning to take a distance, develop 
your critical thinking and have a better 
reflection. 

The pupil identifies and compares 
different levels and sources of 
information. He/she puts it in the right 
context 
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Categories of 
Competences 
 

General 
competences 

Specific competences 
 

Attainment descriptors 
 

Evaluation 

A B C D E F F
x 

Acting and 
choosing 

Taking 
responsibility 
 

 Taking responsibility towards others and 
being able to transfer this in different 
contexts (class environment, democratic 
context,…)  

The pupil shows that he is willing to 
assume the consequences of his 
own choices, even when it's 
controversial. 

 
      

Democratic 
engagement  
 

Understanding and integrating the core 
ethical values of a humanistic and democratic 
society based on cooperation and dialogue 

The pupil promotes attitudes and 
practices contributing to a 
democratic environment through 
cooperation and dialogue 

       

 

Being aware of 
your own 
criteria to make 
a good moral 
judgement, 
compare one’s 
judgement and 
clarify the 
values in order 
to anticipate 
the 
consequences 
 

Grow a sense of responsibility towards others 
and be able to act upon this in different 
contexts. Being able to evaluate the 
consequences. 

The pupil takes into account 
different points of view on the 
world while analyzing the subject.  
He assumes his/her choice after 
having considered other 
alternatives and opinions. 

 

 


