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INTRODUCTION

This document contains a number of facts and figures, exceptionally this year as at 15 
November 2013, on the situation of the European Schools (type I) after the beginning of 
the 2013-2014 school year, in terms of pupil population, of choices of languages by 
pupils and of staff (seconded, locally recruited teachers and AAS).  

This document also includes figures on pupils’ repeat rate for the 2012-2013 school year 
and the 2013 Baccalaureate results.

These facts and figures will subsequently be incorporated into the Secretary-General’s 
annual report, which will be presented to the Board of Governors in April 2014.

I. DEVELOPMENT OF THE PUPIL POPULATION 

1. Total pupil population
Table ‘EL1’ shows pupil numbers for each school and the total numbers for the system 
as a whole, year on year, for the period 2010-2013 and the percentage variation year on 
year over the reference period. The last column shows the percentage variation in pupil 
numbers over the period as a whole.

Table ‘EL 1’: Pupil population from 2010 to 2013
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The total population of the European Schools on 15 November 2013 was 24,547 pupils, 
representing an average growth rate of 2.84% compared with 2012, although this covers 
markedly different situations according to the Schools. 
 
64.56% of the total pupil population is to be found in the Brussels (44.66%) and 
Luxembourg (19.90%) Schools.  
 
Since 4 September 2012, the European School, Luxembourg II has occupied its new premises 
at Bertrange, a locality situated 7 kilometres to the west of the centre of the city of 
Luxembourg. It is located on a magnificent 14-hectare site, near another school, Lycée Josy 
Barthel.  
2101 pupils (nursery, primary and secondary) are on roll for the 2013-2014 school year.  An 
increase of almost 7% in the number of pupils on roll at Luxembourg II between 2012 and 
2013 is to be noted. 
 
In Brussels, the three old Schools continue to be overcrowded, whilst the Brussels IV School, 
on its new site at Laeken, which opened in September 2012, has 1932 pupils on roll (i.e. up by 
over 26% on last year).  
 
The Frankfurt and Munich Schools are recording high growth rates as a result of the increase 
in the number of staff of the European Central Bank and the European Patent Office.  
 
The April 2007 decision of the Board of Governors to phase out the Culham School from 2010 
has led to an annual fall in pupil numbers. 
 
The New Europe School UK (nursery classes and P1) has been open on the Culham site since 
1 September 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2013-10-D-3-en-2 4/30

2. Pupil population by category
Tables ‘EL 2a’, ‘EL 2b’ and ‘EL 2c’ show, for each year from 2010 to 2013, the number of 
pupils in the three categories and the percentage for which each category accounts in relation 
to the total number of pupils in each school. The last two columns in each of these tables give 
the variation, in absolute and percentage terms, in pupil numbers in the various categories in 
each school and in the system as a whole over the same period.

Table ‘EL 2a’: Pupil population from 2010 to 2013, Category I population

Category I pupils are mainly children of officials and contract staff (at least one year) of the 
EU institutions and of the staff of the Schools, and of the European Patent Office in the case 
of Munich.
The percentage of pupils belonging to Category I has been steadily increasing in recent years 
and this category now accounts for over 76% of the pupil population of the system as a 
whole.
The Brussels and Luxembourg Schools, where there are large numbers of EU officials and the 
inadequacy of the infrastructure requires a restrictive enrolment policy to be enforced for 
Categories II and III pupils, have the highest percentage of Category I pupils – over 90% in 
the four Brussels Schools – whereas the schools located in places where the number of EU 
officials is small have a far lower percentage of such pupils.
At Varese, more than half of the pupils are Category I pupils, while at Munich pupils 
belonging to this category, the vast majority of whom are children of staff of the European 
Patent Office, account for over three quarters of the pupil population. 
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In the two newer Schools outside the Brussels/Luxembourg region – Alicante and Frankfurt 
– the increase in the percentage of this category of pupil has continued, with Frankfurt now 
having reached 72.41%.
This upward trend is, moreover, continuing at Frankfurt, where the number of applications 
for enrolment of children of staff of the European Central Bank is increasing steadily.

It should be pointed out that in Brussels, the number of category I pupils attending the 
European Schools whose parents are European Commission officials is up by almost 9% on 
last year. 

Table ‘EL 2b’: Pupil population from 2010 to 2013, Category II population

Category II pupils are admitted under the terms of agreements entered into between the 
Schools and certain organisations and companies. By virtue of these agreements, a fee is paid 
for each pupil thus admitted which is equivalent to the actual cost to the school’s budget of 
the education provided.
This category of pupils currently accounts for just under 5% of the total pupil population. 
Their numbers fell sharply in 2009 in several schools owing to the impact of the economic 
crisis.
In view of the accommodation constraints, the Board of Governors decided no longer to sign 
any Category II contracts for the Brussels Schools.

Category II pupils account for 26.70% of the pupil population of the Karlsruhe School and 
12.46% of that of Varese, which lost 58 pupils between 2008 and 2011 as a result of the 
economic crisis.  
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The enrolment of Category II pupils is obviously attractive for those schools which have 
sufficient space or need extra numbers to create a vibrant pedagogical environment for their 
pupils. 
In the current economic crisis context, in view in particular of the method in force for 
calculation of the level of the fee payable for Category II pupils, a marked decline in the 
number of Category II pupils has been noted, resulting in a fall in the total number of pupils 
in some schools and hence a rise in the cost per pupil.  
The question of the setting of the level of Category II school fees remains a sensitive issue 
and will be the subject of proposals to the Board of Governors made by the ‘School Fees’ 
Working Group.

Table ‘EL 2c’: Pupil population from 2010 to 2013 – Category III population 

Category III pupils are pupils whose parents are required to pay school fees.

They currently account for 18.78% of the pupils of the European Schools.
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3. Pupil population by nationality and by category 
 

Table ‘EL 2d’ shows the number of pupils from each of the Member States and the 
percentage of the total number of pupils from the Member States represented by the pupils 
from each Member State. These figures are given by category and for the overall situation. It 
should be noted that for the purposes of this table, pupils who are nationals of countries 
other than the Member States are disregarded. Consequently, the total population figures do 
not correspond exactly to the figures in the previous tables where pupils’ nationality was not 
taken into account. 

The figures in this report, compiled on 15 November 2013, concern the 28 EU Member States, after 
the most recent enlargement wave which saw Croatia’s accession in July 2013.  

It should be noted that the figures in this table are not ‘round numbers’.  A large number 
of pupils enrolled in the European Schools have more than one nationality. Pupils with 
dual nationality or more are calculated as shares: dual nationality as 0.5+0.5, triple 
nationality as 0.33+0.33+0.33). 
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In addition, there are 1168.67 pupils, i.e. 4.76% of the total population, who are nationals of 
non-EU countries.

Table EL 2d: Pupil population by nationality and by category 
Member States of the European Union
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Table ‘El2d-a’: Pupil population by nationality and by school

Member States of the European Union 
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4. Pupil population by teaching level
Table ‘EL 3’: Population by teaching level between 2010 and 2013

Table ‘EL 3’ shows, for each year under review, the number of pupils at each teaching level (Nursery, Primary and Secondary) in 
each school and in the system as a whole, as well as the percentage variation year on year since 2010. The last two columns show 
the differences, in absolute and percentage terms, recorded for each teaching level in each school and in the system as a whole for 
the period since 2010.
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5. Pupil population by language section

Table ‘LANG SECT 1’ shows the population of each of the language sections in each of the 
schools for the current school year, while the overall situation for the system as a whole is 
summarised in the accompanying pie chart.

Table ‘LANG SECT 1’: Language sections – 2013-2014 school year
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Broadly speaking, pupil numbers in the different language sections reflect the size of the 
population in question in Europe, but clearly the languages of those countries which are host 
countries to the schools and the EU institutions are particularly well represented in the 
schools. 

The concentration of the institutions in cities (Brussels and Luxembourg) which are largely 
Francophone is reflected in the size of the Francophone sections. The Francophone section 
accounts for almost a third of the total number of pupils on roll at the Brussels I School and 
for 48% at the Brussels IV School. All the schools have a Francophone section and an 
Anglophone and a German section, with the exception, in the case of the latter, of Bergen.  

At the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year in September 2013, the Romanian section 
officially opened on the Laeken site and has 33 pupils enrolled.  

The Anglophone sections have the highest percentage of SWALS. 

The Lithuanian section set up at Brussels II for the nursery and primary in 2006 now has 
107 pupils on roll. The secondary school pupils are generally enrolled in the Anglophone 
section. 

In the case of the smaller language sections, classes (year groups) are grouped together 
according to pupil numbers, in accordance with the decisions of the Board of Governors. 
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SWALS (Students Without A Language Section)

SWALS are those Categories I and II pupils whose mother tongue/dominant language is an 
official language of an EU Member State (with the exception of Irish and Maltese) but for 
whom no language section in their mother tongue/dominant language (L1) exists in their 
school. 

If one of the language sections of the European Schools corresponding to a Category I or II 
pupil's mother tongue/dominant language is not open in the school, this pupil is entitled to 
tuition in his/her L1, working on the assumption that the School has at its disposal a duly 
qualified teacher, or can recruit one.

SWALS are normally enrolled in one of the working language (DE, EN, FR) sections. The 
language of the section is the pupil’s L2. SWALS can also be enrolled in the language section
of the host country on condition that no additional costs are created. Their L2 must be 
English, French or German.

SWALS are entitled to receive SWALS support when lack of knowledge of the language of 
the section in which they are enrolled is a barrier to communication, integration and learning. 
This support focuses on the acquisition of this language and thus facilitates SWALS´ access to 
the curriculum.

Since 1 September 2011, Category III pupils have learned as L1 the language of the section in 
which they are enrolled. Category III pupils who were  enrolled before 1 September 2011 and  
who learned as  L1 a language different from that of the section can continue with the same 
L1 up to the end of their schooling in order to ensure pedagogical continuity.
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II. CHOICES OF LANGUAGES

Choices of foreign languages

The three tables below give details of European School pupils’ choices of language for study.

Language 2 is a pupil’s first foreign language, which is studied from primary year 1 and is taken 
up to Baccalaureate level. It is the medium of instruction in a number of subjects in secondary 
school. Language 3 is a compulsory subject in secondary years 2 to 5 and may be taken up to 
Baccalaureate level. Language 4 is optional and may be studied from secondary year 4. (Some 
schools also offer a Language 5 which pupils may take at beginner level as a complementary 
course forming part of the curriculum of secondary years 6 and 7).

Table ‘LANG 2’ shows the percentage of pupils choosing English, French and German as 
Language 2 in the current year. Pupils’ range of choices of Language 2 is confined to English, 
French and German up to secondary year 5. In years 6 and 7, although one of these three 
languages must be the language of tuition for the study of certain subjects, the choice of a 
different Language 2 may be possible, conditional upon proven knowledge of the language in 
question. This is the most often the language of the school’s host country.

Table ‘LANG 2’: Choice of Language 2, 2013-2014 school year



2013-10-D-3-en-2 16/30

English clearly continues to be by far the most popular choice for Language 2, except in the 
schools in Germany, where German is chosen by approximately half of the pupils enrolled in a 
language section other than the German section, or enrolled in the latter section as SWALS. 

Tables ‘LANG 3a’ and ‘LANG 4a’ show the most popular choices, in each school, of languages 
for study of Language 3 and Language 4 respectively.

Table ‘LANG 3a’: The three most frequently chosen languages in each School as Language 3
on entry into secondary year 2, 2013-2014 school year
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Table ‘LANG 4a’: The three most frequently chosen languages in each School as Language 4 
on entry into secondary year 4, 2013-2014 school year
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III. DEVELOPMENT OF STAFF
Table ‘ENS 1’ – Seconded staff

Table ‘ENS1’ shows the number of seconded staff in each school, i.e. the number of teachers, 
educational advisers, librarians and executive staff (Directors and Deputy Directors) seconded by 
the Member States for the 2013-2014 school year.

If the seconded staff of the Office of the Secretary-General of the European 
Schools (8) and the Bursars of the European Schools (10) are added, the total 
number of seconded staff is 1455.
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Table ‘ENS 1a’– Seconded teaching staff

Table ‘ENS 1a’ shows the number of members of the teaching staff seconded by each Member 
State in the system as a whole and in each school for the 2013-2014 school year. It also shows the 
percentage of the total seconded teaching staff from each Member State.

At the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year in September 2013, the number of seconded 
teachers’ posts remaining unfilled by the Member States was 167, a total of 56 posts more 
than the previous school year, breaking down into 92 Anglophone posts, 35 Francophone 
posts and 13 German posts.

In response to the UK’s comments about the imbalance between the percentage of UK pupils 
and that of seconded teachers of the same nationality, at its April 2008 meeting in Helsinki, the 
Board of Governors adopted general principles to determine fair cost sharing amongst the 
Member States based on proportionality for each Member State between the total number of 
seconded posts required and the percentage of their nationals in the schools.
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On the basis of the total number of seconded posts required, a maximum theoretical threshold 
was determined for each Member State with reference to the percentage of pupils who are 
nationals of the country in question. 

A structural approach was adopted whereby Member States which so wish are allowed to 
second teachers to teach as non-native speakers in a given language, in certain cases and  
subject to prior checking of their linguistic competence. Criteria for carrying out this check prior 
to appointment were approved by the Board of Governors in January 2009. 
After four years, it is to be noted that few Member States are prepared to fill posts requiring 
teachers to teach in a language other than own language(s).   
 
For the 2014-2015 school year, 12 posts for subjects taught in DE, EN or FR (Physical Education, 
Music, Art) might be filled by non-native speakers, as might 4 posts of educational adviser. That 
makes a total of 16 posts (new posts, existing posts remaining unfiled and replacements 
combined) which might be filled by non-native speaker teachers.  
 
In accordance with the provisions of the document on the checking of linguistic competence:  
Foreign languages (L2, 3, 4), Human sciences (history and geography), Economics, 
Mathematics, Science subjects, 32 other posts might be filled by non-native speaker teachers (22 
non-native speaker Anglophones, 6 non-native speaker Francophones, 1 non-native French or 
German speaker, 1 non-native German speaker and 2 non-native Dutch speakers).   
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Table ‘ENS2’: Development of locally recruited teachers – 2010-2013

Table ‘ENS2’ gives for each year since 2010 a number of locally recruited teachers for each school. 
This number corresponds to full-time teacher equivalents, i.e. with a teaching load of 21 weekly 
periods in the secondary and 25.5 weekly hours in the primary.
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Table ‘ENS 2a’: Seconded staff and locally recruited teachers (full-time equivalent) for the                  
2013-2014 school year

Table ENS2a shows the total number of seconded staff in each school, i.e. the number of teachers, 
educational advisers, librarians and executive staff (Directors and Deputy Directors) seconded by 
the Member States for the 2013-2014 school year.

The table also gives a figure for the number of locally recruited teachers for each school. This 
number corresponds to the number mentioned in Table ‘ENS2’. However, it also gives a 
breakdown of primary and secondary locally recruited teachers and of religion/ethics locally 
recruited teachers.
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Table ‘ENS3’– Pupil to Educational Adviser ratio

Table ‘ENS3’ gives information about the pupil to educational adviser ratio in the secondary 
schools.
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Table ‘PAS 1’ – Administrative and ancillary staff

Table ‘PAS 1’ shows the number of posts of administrative and ancillary staff in each 
school and at the Office of the Secretary-General for the years 2010 to 2013 according to the 
organigrams appearing in the budgets. It also shows the percentage difference between 
the number of such staff members at the beginning and end of that period.

Posts of nursery assistant are included in this table (2010: 70.25 – 2011: 73.25 – 2012: 67.01 –
2013: 66.8). The year on year variations in the number of AAS posts are due largely to 
posts of nursery assistant, which are created or discontinued according to the number of 
pupils in the nursery classes, in accordance with the relevant decisions of the Board of 
Governors. 

The 26.45 posts of auxiliary staff are included in the above table. 
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IV. 2013 BACCALAUREATE RESULTS

European Baccalaureate 2013 was chaired by Mr Bernard Devlamminck (Belgium).  A total of 
1573 candidates from 13 European Schools and three accredited schools (European Schooling 
Helsinki, École internationale de Manosque and Scuola per l'Europa di Parma) were entered for the 
54th session of the European Baccalaureate.  9 pupils abandoned the examinations without 
obtaining the Final Baccalaureate Mark.  Twenty-two candidates were partially absent for 
illness during the written and/or oral examinations and had to take substitute examinations 
in June 2013.  One candidate was offered to take part in an extraordinary session in 
September 2013 due to the personal circumstances.
Global pass rate for 2013 Baccalaureate: 97.8%.

A comparison over five years of pass rates shows that the situation is relatively stable.

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
AL 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 97,0% 96,7%
BE 97,9% 97,9% 89,4% 92,7% 95,2%
Br I 97,1% 99,0% 99,1% 98,8% 97,9%
Br II 97,8% 99,6% 98,1% 94,9% 94,2%
Br III 95,9% 99,5% 96,9% 97,8% 99,0%
CU 100,0% 98, 3% 96,3% 100,0% 100,0%
FR 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%
HE 100,0%
KA 100,0% 95,9% 97,5% 97,4% 98,6%
LU I 98,2% 97,3% 99,2% 97,8% 97,8%
LU II 99,1%
MA 100,0%
MO 96,6% 100,0% 95,4% 95,1% 96,3%
MU 99,1% 96,7% 100,0% 98,1% 100,0%
PA 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 90,9% 100,0%
VA 98,9% 99,0% 100,0% 100,0% 97,5%
TOTAL 98,1% 98,5% 98,2% 97,4% 97,8%

pass rate
2009 98,1%
2010 98,5%
2011 98,2%
2012 97,4%
2013 97,8%

98,1%

98,5%

98,2%

97,4%

97,8%

Pass rates 2009-2013
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The following table shows the pass rate in the different language sections. This year, the pass 
rates by language section ranged between 92,50% and 100 %.  Due to small numbers of 
bachelors in some sections the results are not always statistically comparable. 

Pass rate by section 
  Candidates Passed  Pass rate  
DA 36 36 100,00% 
DE 276 274 99,28% 
EL 56 56 100,00% 
EN  374 369 98,66% 
ES 105 101 96,19% 
FI 40 40 100,00% 
FR 349 333 95,42% 
HU 9 9 100,00% 
IT 128 127 99,22% 
NL 103 101 98,06% 
PL 15 14 93,33% 
PT 40 37 92,50% 
SV 33 33 100,00% 

Total 1564 1530 97,83% 

 

For all the candidates who participated in the 2013 session of the Baccalaureate, the average 
Final Mark amounted to 77,4.  A comparison of the Final Marks shows a slight rise 
throughout the past five years.  

  

76,5 

76,9 

76,8 

77,2 

77,4 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Overall average of past five years 
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This year the average Final Mark ranged between 73,2 and 81,3 from school to school. 

The average Final Mark ranged between 74,7 and 81,0 depending on the language section, 
even if at certain sections the number of candidates could make the average less significant.

AL BE BR I BR II BR III CU FR HE KA LU I LU II MA MO MU PA VA
Number of pupils 61 42 242 225 209 44 68 9 72 182 113 8 53 123 32 81
Final Mark average 77,5 73,6 77,0 77,7 78,2 81,3 80,9 77,2 76,6 76,5 76,4 77,0 73,2 78,3 74,8 78,8

61
42

242
225

209

44

68

9

72

182

113

8

53

123

32

8177,5 73,6 77,0 77,7 78,2 81,3 80,9
77,2 76,6

76,5 76,4 77,0 73,2 78,3 74,8 78,8

Final Mark average per school

da de el en es fi fr hu it nl pl pt sv
Number of pupils 36 276 56 374 105 40 349 9 128 103 15 40 33
Final Mark average 77,1 78,6 80,8 78,3 76,0 81,0 75,2 79,4 77,8 74,7 78,9 76,4 80,6

36

276

56

374

105

40

349

9

128
103

15
40 33

77,1 78,6 80,8 78,3 76,0 81,0 75,2 79,4 77,8 74,7 78,9 76,4 80,6

Final Mark average per language section
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V. REPEAT RATES IN 2013 
 

In 2012-2013, 21,345 primary and secondary pupils received an end-of-year school report. 
The table below shows the total number of pupils per year group for all 14 schools, the 
number of pupils repeating in relation to that total number and the percentage of repeats 
which that represents in relation to each year group, comparing the 2010-2011, 2011-2012 and 
2012-2013 school years. 
 

 
  2011     2012     2013   

Year Pupils  Repeat
ers 

Repeat 
rate Pupils  Repea

ters 
Repeat 

rate Pupils  Repea
ters 

Repeat 
rate 

p1 1,606 2 0.1% 1,628 9 0.6% 1,701 6 0.4% 
p2 1,672 2 0.1% 1,625 8 0.5% 1,761 8 0.5% 
p3 1,723 6 0.3% 1,609 14 0.9% 1,748 3 0.2% 
p4 1,739 1 0.1% 1,719 10 0.6% 1,788 1 0.1% 
p5 1,775 2 0.1% 1,686 7 0.4% 1,787 5 0.3% 
s1 1,785 38 2.1% 1,918 37 1.9% 1,926 21 1.1% 
s2 1,828 40 2.2% 1,878 33 1.8% 1,937 26 1.3% 
s3 1,806 40 2.2% 1,936 42 2.2% 1,809 26 1.4% 
s4 1,851 131 7.1% 1,863 117 6.3% 1,819 57 3.1% 
s5 1,667 121 7.3% 1,748 86 4.9% 1,794 63 3.5% 
s6 1,518 48 3.2% 1,589 54 3.4% 1,754 32 1.8% 
s7 1,469 32 2.2% 1,442 30 2.1% 1,521 26 1.7% 
TOTAL 20,439 463 2.3% 20,641 447 2.2% 21,345 274 1.3% 

 

It can be observed from the table above that the average repeat rate for the 2012-2013 school 
year stands at 1.3 % (274 pupils). The rate for the 2010-2011 school year was 2.3% and for the 
2011-2012 school year it was 2.2%.  

The repeat rate is not uniform across the year groups. The following graph brings this 
variability clearly to light and also the year groups characterised by a higher repeat rate.   

0,0%
0,5%
1,0%
1,5%
2,0%
2,5%
3,0%
3,5%
4,0%

p1 p2 p3 p4 p5 s1 s2 s3 s4 s5 s6 s7

Repeat rates per year group (2013)

Echecs %

 

          

Failures % 
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The table below shows the percentage average of repeaters for each school as a whole, all 
sections taken together, and for the primary and secondary cycles combined.   

0,0%
0,2%
0,4%
0,6%
0,8%
1,0%
1,2%
1,4%
1,6%
1,8%
2,0%

Rate of repeaters per school (2013)

Redoublants %

 

It can be observed that for 2012-2013, the average repeat rate by school ranges between 0.3% 
and 1.8% (only those schools with a complete structure have been considered).  In 2010-2011 
the same rate ranged between 0.9% and 3.5% and in 2011-2012 between 0.9% and 3.2%. 

The table below shows the number of repeaters in relation to the total number of pupils in 
the secondary cycle and, amongst them, the number of pupils who left the European Schools 
system and the percentage which that represents in relation to the total number of pupils.  

Secondary 

Total 
number of 
pupils per 
year group 
(secondary) 

Repeaters 
Repeaters who left 

the European 
Schools  

Percentage of 
repeaters  who left 

the European 
Schools in relation to 
the total population 

in the year group 

Percentage of 
repeaters  who 

left the European 
Schools in 
relation to 

repeaters in the 
year group 

s1 1,926 21 6 0.3% 28.6% 

s2 1,937 26 9 0.5% 34.6% 

s3 1,809 26 12 0.7% 46.2% 

s4 1,819 57 18 1.0% 31.6% 

s5 1,794 63 22 1.2% 34.9% 

s6 1,754 32 9 0.5% 28.1% 

s7 1,521 26 6 0.4% 23.1% 

Total  12,560 251 82 0.7% 32.7% 

 

Repeaters % 
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Of the 251 pupils who were declared repeaters in the secondary school, 82 left the European 
Schools system, corresponding to 32.7% of repeaters. In 2010-2011 the figure was 28% and in 
2011-2012 it was 41%. 

In the context of analysis of the statistics, the Pedagogical Development Unit was responsible 
for following up on repeat rates and for introducing the 19 measures to combat school failure 
approved by the Board of Governors at its December 2010 meeting.  The schools were able to 
implement those measures as from the 2010-2011 school year.  
 
In December 2010, the Board of Governors also revised several articles of the General Rules 
connected with Class Council meetings (Revision of Article 62 of the General Rules of the 
European Schools, 2010-D-189-en-4), bearing the following objectives in mind:    

· Simplification of the rules as a whole through abolition of the system of promotion 
indices / weightings. 

· Simplification of calculation of the average.  
· Allowing the Class Council to take account to a greater extent of the ‘student’s 

interest’.  
· Clarification of the appeal procedures. 
· Harmonisation of the provisions of the rules applicable to the primary and secondary 

cycles. 
· Clarification of certain key concepts such as ‘new fact’ 

 
An initial report on follow-up of implementation was presented to the Board of Governors at 
its December 2011 meeting and was entitled: ‘Follow-up on the report on the analysis of 
repeat rates and external evaluation of competences acquired by pupils of the European 
Schools system’ (2011-09-D-50-en-3). 
 
In that same context, the Board of Governors approved the changes made to old Article 60.3  
(new Article 59) of the General Rules, which seek to give a more precise definition of the 
terminology of the A and B marks used for assessment purposes in the secondary cycle 
(years S4-S7). 
 
A second report on school failures and repeat rates – 2013-01-D-56-en-3 – was presented to 
the Board of Governors at its April 2013 meeting.  That report also contains a follow-up 
report at the schools’ level on implementation of the 19 special measures to combat repeating 
adopted by the Board of Governors at its October 2009 meeting.  
 
It is clearly apparent that application of the 19 measures and amendment of the General 
Rules have had an effect on the overall repeat rate in the European Schools.   
 
In the light of the above tables and figures, it was also noted that the highest repeat rate is 
still to be found in secondary years 4 and 5.  Against that background, those years having 
been detected as recurrently the most critical,  the phenomenon was examined in a third 
report on school failures and repeat rates – 2013-09-D-48-en-2 – which was submitted to the 
Joint Teaching Committee at its February 2014 meeting.  In addition to the percentage of 
pupils repeating a year, that report mentions in particular, through its annexes, the repeat 
rate by subject, by section and by school in years S4 and S5. 
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