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II. b)  Request for admission to the European Schools in category I of 
children of European Financial Stability Facility staff 

 The Board of Governors approved the initiation of a written procedure to 
consult the Budgetary Committee of the European Schools and the 
Board of Governors about the request for admission to the European 
Schools in category I of children of EFSF staff. 

 

 c)  Post of Financial Controller: issuing of a new invitation to submit 
candidatures to the Member States 

 The Board of Governors approved the issuing by the Office of the 
Secretary-General in October of a new invitation to submit candidatures 
to the Member States, so that the post could be filled in late December 
2011/early January 2012. 

 

IV. Central Enrolment Authority for the Brussels European Schools:  first 
review of the results of the 2011-2012 enrolment policy and proposed 
guidelines for the 2012-2013 policy  

 The Board of Governors approved the guidelines for the 2012-2013 
enrolment policy (document 2011-09-D-75-en-1) 

 

V. Date and place of the next meeting: 

 Meeting of the heads of delegation: 6 December 2011 – 9.30-10.30 

 Non-enlarged meeting and enlarged meeting: 6, 7 and 8 December 2011 
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DECISIONS OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS CONCERNING THE GUIDELINES FOR 
THE 2012-2013 ENROLMENT POLICY IN THE BRUSSELS EUROPEAN SCHOOLS 

In view of    

- the decisions of the Board of Governors at its meeting in The Hague of 25 and 26 April 
2006 concerning   the “Future enrolment policy after the full opening of Brussels IV: 

Based on the constant monitoring of all sections, the enrolment policy will be adapted 
according to:  

� the overcrowding situation of each school,  
� the viability of each section, in each school,  
� the new facilities eventually [sic] offered meanwhile by the Belgium authorities (5th 

school). 

The monitoring of the total number of pupils in different language sections will help to 
decide, based on the real evolution of the populations, on the issue of the maintenance of 
the number of sections in the three existing schools.  

Nevertheless, after the opening of Brussels IV, all present pupils of the 4 schools in 
Brussels would be free to stay where they are and go on until the Baccalaureate.  
Solutions will be found in which the siblings will be kept together.” 

and 

- those of the meeting held in Brussels on 14 November 2006 concerning the ‘Transitional 
site for the period from 2007 until the setting up of the European School, Brussels IV at 
Laeken’ which stated that: 

“The Board of Governors 

a) agreed to Berkendael as a transitional site from 1 September 2007.   
b) decided that Berkendael will be the nucleus of the Brussels IV School until this 

finally opens.” 

and  

- of the effective transfer of the European School, Brussels IV, with effect from 1 
September 2012, from its Berkendael temporary site to its Laeken permanent site, whose 
accommodation capacity is appreciably larger,  
 
the Board of Governors approved the following objectives, which are not classified in any 
particular order of priority, with a view to the devising of the 2012-2013 enrolment policy by 
the Central Enrolment Authority: 

- Use the new resources on the Laeken site to continue to fill the Brussels IV School 
and to lessen the overcrowding of the other schools as much as possible.  

- Ensure balanced distribution of the pupil population amongst both the Brussels 
schools and the language sections, whilst guaranteeing the continuing existence of 
the latter. 

- Guarantee optimum use of resources. In that connection, trends in pupil numbers 
must be monitored carefully in all the sections of the four Brussels schools, in order 
to guarantee their proper pedagogical operation and to manage overcrowding 
across the board. 

- Guarantee a place in a Brussels European School for all category I pupils applying 
for enrolment. 

- Enrol category II pupils in accordance with the terms of the contracts already in 
force, as well as the children of the civilian staff of NATO (international civilian 
staff), subject to the conditions appearing in Annex I. 

- Restrict the enrolment of category III pupils to the siblings of present pupils, abiding 
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strictly by the decisions of the Board of Governors concerning this category of 
pupils, in view of the demographic pressure which continues to be exerted on the 
Brussels schools, notwithstanding the increase in the accommodation capacity 
offered as a result of the opening of the permanent site of the European School, 
Brussels IV. 

- With the aim of sustaining the benefits of the previous enrolment policies, restrict 
transfers solely to cases justified by particular circumstances, the European School, 
Brussels IV’s move to its permanent site not constituting such a justification. 

abiding by the following principles: 

- Guarantee that the siblings of category I or category II pupils already on roll in a 
school during the 2011-2012 school year and continuing to attend it during the 
2012-2013 school year will be admitted to the same school, provided that the 
applicants for enrolment make a request to that effect during the first enrolment 
phase.  

- Group together siblings who are enrolled simultaneously for the first time in the 
same school, although not necessarily the school of their choice, provided that the 
applicants for enrolment make a request to that effect and that places are available 
in the same school for all the siblings, in accordance with the thresholds defined 
below. 

- Guarantee return to the school where the pupil had spent at least one full school 
year before the parent was sent on assignment on behalf of the Commission or 
was assigned to another post outside Brussels for other EU institutions, during the 
first and second enrolment phases. In the third enrolment phase this guarantee will 
be given provided that it does not entail the division of a class.   

by adopting the following provisions in particular: 

- Enrol all new nursery pupils without any special priority criterion in the sections 
opened at the Brussels IV School (DE, EN, IT, NL), with the exception of the 
Francophone section.  

- Enrol all new primary pupils without any special priority criterion in the sections 
opened at the Brussels IV School (DE, EN, FR, IT, NL).  

- Enrol all new secondary years 1, 2 and 3 pupils without any special priority criterion 
in the DE, EN, FR and IT sections opened at the Brussels IV School. 

- Enrol all new secondary years 1 and 2 pupils without any special priority criterion in 
the NL section opened at the Brussels IV School.    

-  For the nursery classes of the Francophone section, award places to category I 
nursery pupils, up to a maximum of 24 pupils per class, in the four schools 
according to their structure and to the distribution of classes appearing in Annex II. 
Beyond these thresholds, pupils with a special priority criterion and other pupils, 
should the threshold already have been reached in the schools for the section and 
year group applied for, will be admitted.  

 

- For the sections and year groups which have not been opened at the Brussels IV 
School, award places to category I nursery and primary year 1 pupils, up to a 
maximum of 24 pupils per class, and to primary years 2-5 pupils and secondary 
pupils, up to a maximum of 26 pupils per class, in the Brussels I, II and III Schools 
according to their structure and to the distribution of classes appearing in Annex II. 
Beyond these thresholds, pupils with a special priority criterion and other pupils, 
should the threshold already have been reached in those schools for the section 
and year group applied for, will be admitted.  
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- The Central Enrolment Authority reserves the right to adapt the structure of the 
schools, namely to create or close a class or classes in one or other school, on the 
basis of the number of enrolment applications admissible under the provisions of 
the enrolment policy, adhering to the guidelines set by the Board of Governors.   

- Restrict transfers between Brussels schools to duly substantiated cases, provided 
that applicants for a transfer make a request to that effect during the first enrolment 
phase.  

- Voluntary transfers of pupils on roll in the Brussels I, II and III Schools who 
attended those schools during the 2011-2012 school year to the Brussels IV 
School, in the language sections and at the teaching levels which are open there, 
are authorised, provided that this does not lead to division of a class. 

- As from 15 September 2012, only duly substantiated applications for enrolment 
which are exceptional in nature may be considered.  These applications are for the 

enrolment of category I children, and of category II children+, who are being 
educated outside Belgium and whose parents take up their posts in mid-year. 

 

 

 

 

                                                

+ With an agreement already in force for one or more Brussels schools. 
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ANNEX I 

Children of the civilian staff of NATO are pupils covered by an April 1987 decision of the 
Board of Governors involving particular rights (priority for admission purposes) and 
obligations (payment of specific school fees), so that they are akin to category II pupils. 
However, the Board of Governors clearly decided that unlike category II pupils, they would 
not be entitled to automatic admission but would simply have priority in relation to category 
III pupils.  

Abiding by the decisions of the Board of Governors,  

1. the admission of children of the civilian staff of NATO cannot entail the division of a 
class;  

2. these applications are dealt with after the admission of category I pupils and of 
other category II pupils but before applications for the enrolment of category III 
pupils;   

3. for the 2012-2013 school year, places in the Brussels schools will initially be 
awarded in the school where the threshold of 24 pupils in the nursery cycle and in 
primary year 1 and of 26 pupils in primary years 2-5 and in the secondary cycle has 
not yet been reached.  Should the thresholds be reached in all the schools, places 
will be awarded in the school where the class in question is least full.  
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ANNEX II 

Structure of the schools: distribution of classes by school for the 2012-2013 school 
year 

European School, Brussels I   

Section / 
Class 

DE DK EN ES FR HU IT PL Total 

Nursery 1 1 1 1 4 1 1 1 11 

P1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

P2 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 10 

P3 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

P4 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 10 

P5 1 1 2 1 3 1 1 1 11 

S1 1 1 2 1 3 1 1 1 11 

S2 1 1 2 1 3 1 2 1 12 

S3 1 1 2 1 3 1 1 1 11 

S4 2 1 2 1 4 1 1 1 13 

S5 1 1 2     1 4 1 2 1 13 

S6 1 1 2 1 4 1 1 1 12 

S7 1 1 2 2 3 1 1 1 12 

Total 14 13 22 14 40 13 15 13 144 

 

European School, Brussels II 

Section / 
Class 

      DE EN FI FR IT LT NL PT SW Total 

Nursery 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 12 

P1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 12 

P2 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 12 

P3 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 12 

P4 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 12 

P5 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 11 

S1 1 1 2    2 1  1 1 2 11 

S2 1 2 1 3 1  1 1 1 11 

S3 1 2 1 3 1  1 1 1 11 

S4 1 2 1 3 1  1 1 1 11 

S5 1 2 2 3 2  1 1 1 13 

S6 1 2 1 3 1  1 1 1 11 

S7 1 2 1 2 1  1 1 1 10 

Total 13 19 21 31 14 6 13 13 19 149 

 

The Central Enrolment Authority reserves the right to adapt this structure, namely to 
create or close a class or classes in one or other school, on the basis of the number 
of enrolment applications admissible under the provisions of the enrolment policy, 
adhering to the guidelines set by the Board of Governors.   

The rules for grouping of classes decided by the Board of Governors1 are 
applicable. 

                                                
1
 Decisions of the Board of Governors of 17 and 18 April 2007 



  

2011-09-D-69-en-2 9/9 

European School, Brussels III  

Section / 
Class 

CS DE EL EN ES FR NL Total 

Nursery 1 1 2 2 2 3 1 12 

P1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 11 

P2 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 9 

P3 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 9 

P4 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 8 

P5 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 9 

S1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 9 

S2 1 1 2 2 2 3 1 12 

S3  1 2 2 2 3 1 11 

S4  2 2 2 2 3 1 12 

S5  2 2 3 2 4 2 15 

S6  2 2 3 2 3 1 13 

S7  1 2 2 2 3 1 11 

Total 8 16 23 23 22 35 14 141 

 

 

European School, Brussels IV  

Section / 
Class 

DE EN FR IT NL Total 

Nursery 2 3 6 2 1 14 

P1 1 2 4 1 1 9 

P2 2 1 3 1 1 8 

P3 1 2 3 1 1 8 

P4 1 2 4 1 1 9 

P5 1 2 3 1 1 8 

S1 1 2 3 1 1 8 

S2 1 2 3 1 1 8 

S3 1 2 3 1  7 

Total 11 18 32 10 8 79 

 

The Central Enrolment Authority reserves the right to adapt this structure, namely to 
create or close a class or classes in one or other school, on the basis of the number 
of enrolment applications admissible under the provisions of the enrolment policy, 
adhering to the guidelines set by the Board of Governors.   

The rules for grouping of classes decided by the Board of Governors2 are 
applicable. 

 

 

                                                
2
 Decisions of the Board of Governors of 17 and 18 April 2007 


