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II. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 

WRITTEN PROCEDURE 2007/22: RETROSPECTIVE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE 
GENERAL RULES – 2007-D-109-en-3 

By means of the written procedure initiated on 25 October 2007 and ending on 16 
November 2007, the Board of Governors, with the exception of the European Commission, 
approved maintenance of the status quo and opposed retrospective entry into force of the 
General Rules. 

 

WRITTEN PROCEDURE 2007/23: PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE ‘ACCREDITATION 
OF SCHOOLS’ WORKING GROUP – 2007-D-99-en-2 

By means of the written procedure initiated on 25 October 2007 and ending on 16 
November 2007, the Board of Governors took a position on the proposals appearing on 
page 8 of document 2007-D-99-en-2. 

1. The Board of Governors approved the proposed amendments, presented in point I. 
a), b) and c), to the current Accreditation Agreement, for:  - Type II schools, in order in 
particular to include in a new article a clause on financing by the European Commission or 
another European Community organisation (Annex II to document 2007-D-99-en-2) and 
Type III schools (Annex III). 

2. The Board of Governors approved the transitional solution for organisation of the 
European Baccalaureate in accredited schools (II.2.b) and the proposal specific to the 
Parma School in that context (II.2.c). 

3. The Board of Governors scrutinised the approach and suggestions put forward by 
the Working Group with respect to the mandate for a Type III school pilot project and 
invited the Working Group to continue its reflection along those lines. 

 

WRITTEN PROCEDURE 2007/24: POST OF DIRECTOR OF THE EUROPEAN 
SCHOOL, CULHAM VACANT FROM 1 SEPTEMBER – 2008-2007-D-88-en-4 

By means of the written procedure initiated on 25 October 2007 and ending on 16 
November 2007, the Board of Governors endorsed the proposal that the opportunity be 
offered to the host country, the United Kingdom in the case in point, to nominate 
candidates for the post of Director of the European School, Culham, by analogy with point 
III.3 of the Implementing Regulations for the appointment and evaluation of Directors and 
Deputy Directors of the European Schools, which provides for an exception to the rule in 
the event of setting up of a new school.  

 

WRITTEN PROCEDURE 2007/25: REPORT OF THE ‘ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION’ 
WORKING GROUP – 2007-D-182-en-2 

By means of the written procedure initiated on 25 October 2007 and ending on 16 
November 2007, the Board of Governors endorsed the following proposals: 

 

I. It is not possible to create any form of alternative certification to the Baccalaureate 
at the end of year 7. However, the Directors will be required to issue a school report 
showing the marks awarded, plus a description of the school career and the 
competences acquired (record of achievement), to all pupils who have failed the 
Baccalaureate but wish to continue their studies in certain national systems by 
moving into alternative forms of education or training, vocational, for example.  
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II.  A centralised examination, in three compulsory subjects – Language 1, Language 2 
and Mathematics – to start with, will be organised at the end of year 5. Its main 
objectives are as follows: 

 a) to guarantee that pupils in all the European Schools are assessed on the same 
basis in three main subjects, 

 b) to serve as a criterion for standard of attainment (competences and knowledge) 
at the end of the fifth year of secondary education.  

 A Board of Inspectors (Secondary) Working Group will be expected to work out the 
changes to be made to document 3512-D-97 ‘Harmonised Evaluation at the end of 
5th year  and the written examinations leading to the B marks in 5th year’, with the 
introduction of a centralised examination in mind. To that end, the proposals 
produced by the ‘Alternative Certification’ Working Group in the context of its work 
will be passed on to the Working Group. 

III.  It is recommended that with the Schools’ autonomy in mind and depending on their 
budget, courses in the language of the School’s host country should be offered as 
required, to facilitate the integration of pupils who are leaving the European Schools 
for the host country’s system. This tuition could be put in place in the context of 
Learning Support or under a SEN Agreement. 

 

 

IV. A ITEMS 

 

The following A items were approved by the Board of Governors. 

IV. A ITEMS  

1. Appointment of the Chairman of the 2008 European 
Baccalaureate Examining Board 

2007-D-1310-en-2 

2. Appointment of a member of the Board of Inspectors (Primary)  2311-D-2007-en-1 

3. Deletion of Article 6.3.6. of the Arrangements for implementing the 
Regulations for the European Baccalaureate 

2007-D-107-en-3 

4. Mathematics syllabus for secondary years 1, 2 and 3  2007-D-3310-en-2 

5. Nursery: Request from the Board of Inspectors (Nursery and 
Primary) to the Board of Governors  

2007-D-4810-en-3 

6. Annual adjustment of the remuneration of the seconded staff, of 
the Secretary-General and of part-time (locally recruited) teachers 
with effect from 1 July 2007 

1911-D-2007-en-2 

7. ‘Eurosport’ Handbook 2007-D-1610-en-2 

8.  Implementation of Internal Audit – 3-year Operational Plan 2511-D-2007-en-2 
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A.1.  Appointment of the Chairman of the 2008 European Baccalaureate Examining 
 Board – 2007-D-1310-en-2 

The Board of Governors approved the appointment of the Chairman of the 
European Baccalaureate Examining Board for the 2008 session: 

Professor Aatos LAHTINEN 

of Finnish nationality. 

 

A.2.  Appointment of a member of the Board of Inspectors (Primary) 
 2311-D-2007-en-1 

The Board of Governors approved the appointment of Mr Henrik TAUBER as 
Danish member of the Board of Inspectors (Primary). 

 

A.3. Deletion of Article 6.3.6. of the Arrangements for implementing the 
Regulations for the European Baccalaureate – 2007-D-107-en-3 

The Board of Governors approved the deletion of Article 6.3.6. ‘Checking of 
question papers’ of the Arrangements for implementing the Regulations for the 
European Baccalaureate (Ref.: 2007-D-227-en-1). 

 

A.4 Mathematics syllabus for secondary years 1, 2 and 3 – 2007-D-3310-en-2 

The Board of Governors approved the Mathematics syllabus for secondary years 1-
3. 

The syllabus will enter into force in September 2008.  

 

A.5.  Nursery: Request from the Board of Inspectors (Nursery and Primary) to the 
Board of Governors – 2007-D-4810-en-3 

The Board of Governors gave a two-year mandate to a working group including 
experts to write new guidelines for the Nursery Cycle, including the programme for 
early childhood education in the European Schools. 

The Board of Governors also gave permission for the organisation of a symposium 
on the latest results of research on early childhood development and education. 
The symposium should include papers on research on early childhood presented 
by neuropsychologists and other experts, for the benefit of the teachers, deputy 
directors, directors and inspectors involved in nursery education, providing input to 
be used as a basis for further work. 

 

A.6. Annual adjustment of the remuneration of the seconded staff, of the 
Secretary-General and of part-time (locally recruited) teachers with effect 
from 1 July 2007   

 1911-D-2007-en-2 

 The Board of Governors approved the annual adjustment of the remuneration of the 
seconded staff, of the Secretary-General and of part-time (locally recruited) 
teachers from 1 July 2007. 

 The Regulations for Members of the Seconded Staff will be adapted accordingly 
and will be available on the website. 
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A.7. ‘Eurosport’ Handbook – 2007-D-1610-en-2 

 The Board of Governors approved the document ‘Eurosport’ Handbook.  

 

A.8. Implementation of Internal Audit – 3-year Operational Plan  
 2511-D-2007-en-2 

 The Board of Governors approved the proposed Strategic Audit Plan for 2008-
2010. 

 

V. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS – 112-D-2007-en-1 

The delegations were requested to send their written comments on the Annual 
Report of the Secretary-General to the General Secretariat. The annual report and 
the comments will be examined and discussed at the extraordinary meeting of the 
Board of Governors to be held in Brussels on 7 March 2007. 

 

X. B ITEMS 

 

B.1. Application from the Director of the European School, Alicante for a 
transfer to the European School, Brussels III (1) – 2007-D-5710-en-2 

The Board of Governors approved Mr PINO ROMERO’s transfer to the European 
School, Brussels III as Director, from 1 September 2008. 

 

B.2. Application from the Deputy Director for the Primary of the European 
School, Frankfurt for a transfer to the European School, Munich 
(Primary) (1) – 411-D-2007-en-2 

 The Board of Governors approved Mrs PRESSACO’s transfer to the European 
School, Munich as Deputy Director for the Primary, from 1 September 2008. 

 

B.3. Application from the Deputy Director for the Secondary of the 
European School, Bergen for a transfer to the European School, 
Brussels II (Secondary) (1) – 1012-D-2007-en-1 

The Board of Governors approved Mr SCHLABE’s transfer to the European School, 
Brussels II as Deputy Director for the Secondary, from 1 September 2008. 

 

B.4. Application from the Deputy Director for the Secondary of the 
European School, Luxembourg I for a transfer to the European School, 
Brussels I (Secondary) and from the Deputy Director for the Secondary 
of the European School, Mol for a transfer to the European School, 
Alicante (Secondary) (1) – 311-D-2007-en-3 

 The Board of Governors approved Mr BORDOY VERCHILI’s transfer to the 
European School, Alicante as Deputy Director for the Secondary, from 1 
September 2008. 
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 The Board of Governors approved Mrs RUIZ ESTURLA’s transfer to the European 
School, Brussels I as Deputy Director for the Secondary, from 1 September 2008. 

 

B.5. Request for a one-year extension of the term of office of the Deputy 
Director for the Secondary of the European School, Frankfurt (1)  
 111-D-2007-en-2 

 The Board of Governors approved a one-year extension of the secondment of Mr 
ZIJLSTRA, Deputy Director for the Secondary at the European School, Frankfurt, 
from 1 September 2008. 

The Netherlands delegation considered that in this way, extraordinary 
circumstances and the interest of the School(s) had been demonstrated and that 
thus all the conditions required for granting Mr Zijlstra an extension of his 
secondment were fulfilled on 1 September 2008. 

 

The Board of Governors decided to hold an extraordinary meeting on 7 March 2008, to 
continue the discussions and to engage in deeper reflection on the following items, which 
concern the reform of the European Schools system.  

 

B.6. Role of the Office of the Secretary-General in the context of the 
reform of the European Schools system. Preliminary report. 

1512-D-2007-en-2 

B.7. Preliminary report of Working Group II ‘Cost Sharing’ 1412-D-2007-en-1 

B.8. Preliminary report of Working Group I  ‘Accreditation of schools’ 312-D-2007-en-2 

 

The Cost Sharing Working Group must expand on its report, with particular reference to 
the options to be considered as a compensation method.  

The Commission will prepare a document on the EU’s contribution to Type 2 schools on a 
pro rata basis, according to the number of Category 1 pupils.  

The Board will discuss governance more widely (role of the Budgetary Committee, role of 
the Board of Inspectors, coordination role of the Steering Committee, distribution of 
decisions at the different levels, etc.). 

 

B.9. Situation in Brussels – 2008-D-171-en-1 

  "In the current context of overpopulation that forces a restriction of the opening of the 
System in Brussels, the Board of Governors mandates the Secretary General of the 
European Schools to start the dialogue with the competent Belgian Authorities in view of 
the opening of a 5th European School in Brussels, as proposed by the Belgian Government 
on 23 September 2004 and in the spirit of the political orientations regarding the building 
policy presented by the European Commission and the Region de Bruxelles Capitale 
(Brussels Capital Region)". 
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  Security: 

1. "The situation of overpopulation in Brussels is very critical. The Board of Governors 

expresses its profound regret and disappointment that the Belgian authorities have 

not been capable of providing a time table for the opening of Brussels IV in Laeken. 

This becomes increasingly urgent and crucial with the enrolment exercise for 

2008/2009 that will put further pressure on the schools in Brussels. 

2. The Board takes stock of the necessity to under no circumstances take decisions 

that will increase the demographic pressure on the Brussels schools in the near 

future. The requested security exercises will provide farther material for a 

quantified evaluation on the evacuation and safety aspects in terms of emergency 

situations. The Board of Governors will evaluate the safety once the results are 

available and take necessary measures if proven necessary to reduce the overall 

demographic pressure." 

 

 

B.10. Question from the UK delegation on the 9-year rule                       
 2008-D-191-en-1 

The Board of Governors answered negatively the following questions from the UK 
delegation: 

- whether the Board would continue to accept the teacher and his colleagues in 
their current posts at the beginning of the next academic year from September 
2008 ;  

 
- if they do remain in post from September 2008, whether the Board would continue 
to pay their European salaries and allowances, thus maintaining the same terms 
and conditions of employment that they currently enjoy. 

 

- whether the Board of Governors would consider suspending the application of the 
nine-year rule until the legal process was completed 

 

 

B.11. Creation of an Anglophone section at Mol – 2007-D-129-en-4 

 The Board of Governors endorsed the proposal to convert the current Anglophone 
‘group’ at Mol into a fully-fledged Anglophone ‘section’, from the 2008-2009 school 
year. The Administrative Board will monitor the development of the situation of the 
different language sections and will inform the Board of Governors.  

 

 

B.12. New and discontinued posts 

 a) Nursery and Primary – 2007-D-5010-en-3 

 
The Board of Governors approved the applications for new and discontinued 
teaching posts for September 2008 and forecasts for September 2009 for the 

nursery and primary. 
 



2008-D-52-en-2 8/9 

b) Secondary – 2007-D-2210-en-3 
 
The Board of Governors approved the applications for new and discontinued 
teaching posts for September 2008 and forecasts for September 2009 for the 
secondary.  

 

B.13. European Schooling 

 a) Dossier of conformity – Helsinki – 2007-D-5910-en-2 

The Board of Governors accepted the dossier of conformity with the specifications 
for European Schooling as the second stage of the accreditation procedure for 
Helsinki.  

 

b) Dossier of conformity – Parma for secondary year 6 and the 
European Baccalaureate – 1612-D-2007-en-1 

The Board of Governors accepted the dossier of conformity for secondary year 6 
and preparation of the European Baccalaureate of Scuola per l’Europa in Parma as 
the second stage of the accreditation procedure and authorised the conduct of an 
audit with a view to recognition of the education provided in secondary year 6.  

 

B.14. Progress report from the UK delegation on the transformation of the 
European School, Culham – 2007-D-419-en-4 

 

The Board of Governors: 

i.   approved the UK’s suggestion that progress reports be submitted to the 
Board of Governors in October 2008 and then in April and October of 
each year until Culham is no longer a Type I school. 

ii   confirmed that the European School, Culham would remain under the 
responsibility of the Board of Governors until 2017. 

iii. pledged its support for the UK’s efforts to ensure a future for the 
European School, Culham. 

iv. took note of the UK’s proposal to transform the Culham School into an 
Academy and encouraged all steps likely to enable European schooling 
to be put in place after 2017. 

iii.  charged the Office of the Secretary-General with the task of finding 
answers to the questions raised about the administrative and financial 
aspects during the transition period up to 2017. 
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B.18. Organisation of Religion and Ethics courses in the primary and 
secondary cycles of the European Schools – 2007-D-301-en-4 

The Board of Governors asked the Secretary-General to return the document to the 
working group with the request that it rewrite the document taking into consideration 
the reactions of the Member States and the proposals of the religious authorities. 

 

MATTERS SUBMITTED TO THE WRITTEN PROCEDURE:  

The Board of Governors decided to submit to the written procedure the following items on 
the agenda, which were not discussed:  

 

B.15. GENERAL RULES OF THE EUROPEAN SCHOOLS  

a) Report of the ‘General Rules of the European Schools’ Working 
Group 

b) General Rules of the European Schools 

c) Change to the table on calculation of school fees on a pro rata 
monthly basis  

 

911-D-2007-en-3 
 

2007-D-4010-en-2 

1712-D-2007-en-1 

B.16. EUROPEAN SCHOOLS’ CANTEENS  

a) Management of the European Schools’ canteens  

b) Varese canteen 

 

2007-D-269-en-3 

2011-D-2007-en-3 

B.17. Service Regulations for the AAS – Rules of application  212-D-2007-en-2 

V.  Annual Report of the Secretary-General of the European Schools  
(see page 5) 

112-D-2007-en-1 

 

 

B.19. DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

The Board of Governors decided to hold an extraordinary meeting on 7 March 2008. 

The Board of Governors decided that the subsequent April 2008 meeting would be held in 
Helsinki on: 

14 April 2008: meeting of the heads of delegation 

15 and 16 April 2008: meeting of the Board of Governors 
 

 


