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I. A ITEM 

Appointments of nursery, primary and secondary Inspectors on 1.9.2004 (2004-D-

199-1) 

The Board of Governors appointed 10 Inspectors for the nursery and primary 

cycles 

Belgium:  Mr J.M. Marchand in place of Mrs Vergracht  

United Kingdom: Mr Towl in place of Mr Schenk 

Sweden: Mr Ottoson-Perolov in place of Mrs Eriksson 

Hungary: Mrs Szeszler 

Latvia: Mrs Zideluna 

Lithuania: Mrs Juraitiené 

Poland: Mrs Mazur 

Czech Republic: Mrs Drapalova 

Slovakia: Mrs Marekova 

Slovenia: Mrs Sivec-Haskaj 

The Board of Governors appointed 9 Inspectors for the secondary cycle 

Spain: Mr Toboso in place of Mrs Iglesias 

Netherlands: Mr Ensing in place of Mr Bagchus 

Hungary: Mr Karoly 

Latvia: Mrs Papule 

Lithuania: Mrs Razmantiéne 

Poland: Mrs Mazur  

Czech Republic: Mrs Bilkovska 

Slovakia: Mrs Lukackova 

Slovenia: Mrs Poznanovic-Jezersek 
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IV. B ITEMS  

B.1.  APPLICATION OF THE 1994 CONVENTION DEFINING THE STATUTE OF THE 

EUROPEAN SCHOOLS TO THE SYSTEM OF THE EUROPEAN SCHOOLS AND 
ADAPTATION ARISING FROM ENLARGEMENT – 2003-D-119-en-5 

The Board of Governors decided:  

1. to add the names of the Alicante, Frankfurt am Main and Luxembourg II European 
Schools to the list appearing in Annex I to the Convention. 

2. with reference to the languages in which basic instruction is given:  

to add Finnish, Hungarian and Swedish to the list of languages appearing in 
Annex II to the Convention. 

It was also decided that the official language of each newly arriving country 
would be added to this list only when the Board of Governors gave its express 
approval for the creation of a language section for that language. 

I.  RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS  

The Board of Governors decided that the reference to the Statute of European School 
(1957) should be replaced by a reference to the Convention defining the Statute of the 
European Schools (1994) and approved the changes thereby entailed. 

Those changes, affecting different articles, and the other amendments decided by the 
Board of Governors are printed in bold in the Rules of Procedure for the Board of 

Governors (see Annex I).  

II.  RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEES 

The Board of Governors decided to expand the text as follows, to include details of the 
representation of the parents and Staff Committee on the Preparatory Committees and 
of the representation of the members of the Board of Governors on the Administrative 
and Financial Committee. 

The Teaching Committee shall consist of members of the nursery/primary and 
secondary Boards of Inspectors. A representative of the Commission of the European 
Communities shall attend meetings of this Committee and a representative of the 
European Patent Organisation shall attend for questions relating to the European 
School, Munich. The parents and the Staff Committee shall also be represented.   

Each member of the Board of Governors shall be represented on the 
Administrative and Financial Committee. Each member shall have only one vote. 

Parents and teachers’ representatives shall attend meetings but their right to vote 
will be subject to the same restrictions as in the Board of Governors (see Article 9 
of the Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools). 

The Board of Governors endorsed the Secretary-General’s proposal that the 
Rules of Procedure of the Preparatory Committees be revised taking account of 

the other existing texts governing these Committees. 
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III. PUPILS’ REPRESENTATION 

The Board of Governors decided to set up a working group whose mandate was to 
determine how pupil representatives who might be invited to attend meetings of the 
Board of Governors, Administrative Boards or Preparatory Committees should be 
designated. 

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE BOARDS 

The Board of Governors took the following decisions:  

1. The membership of the Administrative Boards should be consistent with that 
appearing in Article 19 of the Convention.  

2. The decisions of the Administrative Board should, as far as possible, be reached by 
consensus. The Administrative Board’s primary objective is to “ensure that suitable 
physical conditions and an atmosphere conducive to the proper operation of the 

School are maintained” (Article 20(3) of the Convention). 

If the Chairman of the Administrative Board finds it impossible to reach consensus 
decisions he may postpone the issue in question or ask that the decision be made by 
the Administrative Board by a two-thirds majority. If a financial matter is in question and 
no consensus can be reached, the matter must be referred to the Administrative and 
Financial Committee.  

The decision of the Board of Governors concerning decision-making by the 
Administrative Boards would be laid down in the General Rules of the European 
Schools, as provided for in Article 20 of the Convention. 

B.2. PROPOSED CHANGES IN ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MEETINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS (2004-D-209-en-1) 

The Board of Governors took the following decisions regarding: 

1.  Attendance at meetings of the Board of Governors:   

Article 4: 

The Board of Governors shall meet in accordance with the provisions of Article 8 of 
the Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools (1994) and Article 

4 of the Protocol on the Setting-up of Europeans Schools. The Secretary-General 
shall attend. 

Members of the Board of Governors or their deputies may be accompanied by one 
expert over and above those specified in Article 5 below. 
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Article 5: 

Attendance at each of the meetings shall be as follows: 

a) The October and January meetings shall be attended by heads of delegation, 
one representative each designated by the Staff Committee and by the Parents’ 
Associations in accordance with Article 8(c) and (d) of the Convention defining the 
Statute of the European Schools, the Chairmen of the Preparatory Committees 
(Administrative and Financial Committee and Teaching Committees) and a 
Representative of the Directors.  

b)  The April meeting shall be attended by heads of delegation, each accompanied 
by a member of the Administrative and Financial Committee, one representative 
each designated by the Staff Committee and by the Parents’ Associations in 
accordance with Article 8(c) and (d) of the Convention defining the Statute of the 
European Schools, the two chairmen of the Teaching Committees and a 
Representative of the Directors.  

c) In accordance with Article 8.3 of the Convention defining the Statute of the 
European Schools a representative of the pupils may be invited to attend meetings 
as an observer for items concerning the pupils.  

d)  The Chairman of the Board of Governors may invite experts in so far as he 
judges their presence to be necessary.  

   2. Interpretation 

  The Board of Governors decided to maintain the status quo. 
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ANNEX I  

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

The Board of Governors of the European Schools 

Having regard to the Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools 

and in particular Art. 12.5 thereof; 

Having regard to the Protocol on the Setting-up of European Schools and in particular 
Article 3 thereof; 

 

HAS AGREED AND DECIDED 

the present Rules of Procedure for the Board of Governors. 

 
Article 1 

The Chairman shall call three meetings of the Board of Governors per annum, generally 
in October, January and April. 

The October meeting shall be devoted to examination of current business. The January 
meeting shall deal especially with educational issues. Urgent budgetary and 
administrative issues may be included in the agenda. 

The April meeting shall focus mainly on the budget and on financial issues. 

In addition, a meeting of the Board of Governors may be called at the request of three 
of its members, or at the request of its Secretary-General. In such case it shall if 
possible meet within one month. 

Article 2 

Each year the Chairmanship shall pass to a different nationality, the order followed 
being that of the alphabetical list of countries. A country may only become eligible to 

assume the presidency of the Board of Governors when a period of three years 
has elapsed from its depositing with the Government of Luxembourg its 
instruments of accession to the Convention defining the Statute of the European 

Schools. 

The period of one year mentioned in Article 8 of the Convention defining the Statute 

of the European Schools shall run from 1 August to 31 July following. 

Article 3 

Members of the Board of Governors sending deputies shall inform the Chairman of the 
name of their deputy. 

There may be one deputy for each of the Ministers whose responsibilities include 
National Education and/or External Cultural Relations. 

Once an appointment has been made it shall remain valid until the name of another 
deputy is submitted in writing. 
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In the event of one of the Contracting Parties having two representatives on the Board 
of Governors, the single vote accorded, under Article 9.3 of the Convention, shall be 
cast by the representative specially appointed for this purpose. 

Article 4 

The Board of Governors shall meet in accordance with the provisions of Article 8 of the 

Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools (1994) and of Article 4 of 
the Protocol on the Setting-up of European Schools. The Secretary-General of the 
Board of Governors shall attend. 

Members of the Board of Governors or their deputies may be accompanied by one 
expert over and above those specified in Article 5 below. 

Article 5: 

Attendance at each of the meetings shall be as follows: 

a) The October and January meetings shall be attended by heads of delegation, 

one representative each designated by the Staff Committee and by the Parents’ 
Associations in accordance with Article 8(c) and (d) of the Convention defining 
the Statute of the European Schools, the Chairmen of the Preparatory 

Committees (Administrative and Financial Committee and Teaching Committees) 
and a Representative of the Directors.  

b) The April meeting shall be attended by heads of delegation, each accompanied 
by a member of the Administrative and Financial Committee, one representative 
each designated by the Staff Committee and by the Parents’ Associations in 

accordance with Article 8(c) and (d) of the Convention defining the Statute of the 
European Schools, the two chairmen of the Teaching Committees and a 

Representative of the Directors.  

c) In accordance with Article 8.3 of the Convention defining the Statute of the 
European Schools a representative of the pupils may be invited to attend 

meetings as an observer for items concerning the pupils.  

d) The Chairman of the Board of Governors may invite experts in so far as he 

judges their presence to be necessary.  

Article 6 

The Secretary-General of the Board of Governors shall be responsible for the 
secretarial work connected with meetings of the Board of Governors and for the 
minutes. 

Article 7 

All meetings shall be held in Brussels, unless the Chairman in office wishes the April 
meeting to be held in his own country and informs the Board of Governors thereof at the 
October meeting. The agenda shall be kept as short as possible, with in principle no 
more than ten items for discussion (B items) at each meeting. Maximum use should be 
made of the written procedure, decisions reached by this means being recorded in the 
Annex to the minutes of the next meeting of the Board of Governors. 
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The agenda shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority vote at the beginning of the 
meeting. Any item not on the draft agenda can be adopted only if the voting is 
unanimous. 

A report from the Secretary-General of the Board of Governors shall be put on the 
agenda for the January meeting. 

Article 8 

The following reports shall be submitted to the Board of Governors at its January 
meeting: 

1. the annual reports from the Directors of the Schools 

2. a report from the Chairman of the Board of Inspectors (Nursery and Primary) on the 
discharge of its remit for the previous school year 

3. a report from the Chairman of the Board of Inspectors (Secondary) on the discharge 
of its remit for the previous school year. 

Article 9 

a) The Secretary-General of the Board of Governors shall have an Office with 
responsibility for coordination of the work of the Board of Governors. Under the 
Secretary-General's active direction the Office shall concentrate its work on servicing 
the Board of Governors and shall endeavour to ensure that there is effective central 
administration. 

b) The Office shall draft documents for the Board of Governors with care, so that they 
are concise and clearly explain their purpose, whether for decision or information. In the 
former case they shall explain at the outset what the issue is, briefly indicate the 
relevant considerations and conclude with a precise statement of the decisions sought. 

c) Documents to be examined at meetings should be circulated so as to arrive in 
national capitals at least ten working days before meetings; if a delegation has not 
received all the documents mentioned on the agenda by this deadline and has informed 
the Secretary-General of the Board of Governors thereof, it can object to their 
consideration at the meeting. 

Article 10 

Items on the agenda shall be arranged under headings A and B. Items under A shall be 
those which have been unanimously proposed by one of the Preparatory Committees. 
Items under B shall constitute the remainder of the agenda. 

The proposals under A shall be approved at the beginning of the meeting. Any member 
of the Board of Governors may request however, either before the meeting, or when the 
items under A are being approved, that a proposal be removed from the list. In this case 
any member of the Board of Governors may request that after the item has been 
discussed the decision be taken using the written procedure. 

Items shall be listed under A only when a document, together with a precisely 
formulated proposal, has been sent to members of the Board of Governors if possible 
three weeks before and no later than two weeks before the date of the meeting. 
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Article 11 

Meetings of the Board of Governors shall be prepared by a Teaching Committee and an 
Administrative and Financial Committee. The function of these two Committees shall be 
to discuss issues and proposals submitted by the Board of Governors or its Secretary-
General, so that, where possible, unanimous agreement can be reached of if this is not 
feasible, the positions of members can be clarified and the various alternatives can be 
considered. 

The Teaching Committee shall consist of members of the Primary and Nursery 
Board of Inspectors and of the Secondary Board of Inspectors. 

Each member of the Board of Governors shall be represented on the 
Administrative and Financial Committee. Each member shall have only one vote. 

Parents and teachers’ representatives shall attend but their right to vote will be 
subject to the same restrictions as in the Board of Governors (see Article 9 of the 
Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools). 

The Administrative and Financial Committee shall consist of one or two members of 
each party with voting rights on the Board of Governors. These members shall be 
appointed by their respective national authorities. 

The chairmanship of each Committee shall be assumed annually by one of its members 
under the terms set out in Article 2 above. 

Each of these two Preparatory Committees must: 

a) work to a regular timetable of meetings notified well in advance to all members, 

b) if necessary, consider holding joint meetings enabling common views to be evolved, 
intended to prepare the decisions of the Board of Governors, 

c) report annually through their Chairmen to the Secretary-General on the discharge of 
their remits, the reports being submitted to the Board of Governors, 

d) the Teaching Committees shall, on a regular basis, prepare collective reports for the 
Board of Governors on matters of educational importance, in particular on the 
educational policy followed at each of the three teaching levels (nursery, primary and 
secondary). These reports shall be examined by the Board of Governors at its January 
meeting. 

Either at the request of the Preparatory Committees or at the request of one of the 
Chairmen, Directors may address the Committees and submit items for their 

consideration. Directors may submit written comments on proposals forwarded to the 
Board of Governors under heading A, as provided for in Article 10 above. 
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Article 12 

Decisions of the Board of Governors shall be taken in conformity with the relevant 
provisions of the Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools and the 
Protocol on the Setting-up of European Schools. 

Members of the Board of Governors may also vote in writing on a proposal, in the 
following circumstances: 

(a) when the Board of Governors is not in a position to take a decision on a proposal 
which has been discussed at a meeting and decides to have recourse to the written 
procedure; 

(b) when the Secretary-General of the Board of Governors sends a written request for 
members' agreement on an urgent matter. 

The decision shall be considered as adopted when two thirds of the Board members 
indicate their agreement to the Secretary-General, except in cases where 

unanimity is required. In this latter case the decision shall be considered as 
adopted when all the Board members indicate their agreement, irrespective of 

possible abstentions, to the Secretary-General.  

A decision of this type shall be recorded in the minutes of the next meeting. 

Article 13 

Decisions taken by the Board of Governors shall come into effect on the date indicated 
or, if no date is indicated, on the date when the decision was taken. 

Article 14 

The Board of Governors has decided that the Office of the Secretary-General 

must publish the decisions of the Board of Governors and the outcome of 
meetings of the Administrative and Financial Committee in one of the vehicular 
languages within two weeks and in the other languages within one month. 

After each meeting the minutes shall be sent to the members of the Board of 
Governors. Within three weeks of receiving the draft minutes they shall forward in 
writing their approval or comments. 

A copy of the minutes shall be sent to others who were present. Within three weeks of 
receiving the draft minutes they may submit comments on their own statements. 

When the time allowed has expired, the minutes shall be considered definitive as 
regards all sections to which no objection has been raised. 

Article 15 

The Secretary-General of the Board of Governors shall arrange simultaneous or 

consecutive interpretation into the official languages of the European Schools for all 
meetings of the Board of Governors and Preparatory Committees. 

Members may, however, by mutual agreement, dispense with interpretation into one or 
more languages. 
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ANNEX TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Travel expenses and a daily subsistence allowance shall be paid to members of the 
Board of Governors or their deputies, and to members of the Preparatory 
Committees, under the terms of the Rules approved by the Board of Governors. 
These expenses shall be charged against the budget of the Office of the 
Secretary-General. Expenses incurred by the attendance of other persons or experts 
shall be met by national authorities. 

Decided and approved by the Board of Governors at its meeting in Brussels on 28 
September 2004. 


